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      November Calendar 

NOVEMBER TOBAN:  

Church Toban:  Hatakeda, Kurumaji, 

                             & Nishida 

BWA:  Group 1:  Karen Sakata 

EITAIKYO SERVICE, NOVEMBER SHOTSUKI 

MEMORIAL SERVICE, FAMILY DHARMA  

SERVICE 

Sunday, November 17, 2024 

10:00 AM 

 

Lunch will be served following the  

service. 

Reedley Buddhist Church 
70th Annual Food Bazaar 

Sunday, November 3, 2024 

3 - 6 PM 

Reedley Buddhist Church Hall 

Pre-Order Tickets  (Dine In or Pick Up) 

Spam Sushi, Inari Sushi, Pastries, and 
Country Store Items available to purchase 

2   Bazaar Prep     All Day 

          (See the work schedule on page 7 & 8) 

3   Reedley BC Food Bazaar            3 - 6 PM 

11  Veteran’s Day  

16 Togioka Family Memorial Service          11:30 AM 

17 Eitaikyo, November Shotsuki, &  

Family Dharma Service           10:00 AM 

20   Crab Feed Committee Meeting            6:00 PM 

20 Reedley BC Board Meeting             7:00 PM 

28   Thanksgiving Day    

28 Tsuji Family - Reserved Conference 

       Room                 All Day 

29   Nakamichi Family - Reserved  

       Conference Room                All Day 

Don’t FORGET!   

     We need your help for the 

Reedley Food Bazaar!  Please 

check the work schedule that was 

listed in the October newsletter and is 

listed again on pages 7 & 8.  Please come 

out to help!   

     The Dharma School and BWA are re-

questing donations of goods or pastries 

(see page 6 for the flyer) and hope you can 

support their efforts!  All proceeds will go 

towards Dharma School activities and 

BWA activities. 

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Funeral Chairperson Gary  

Sakata at (559) 250-9687.   

Makuragyo Service:   

To request a service please contact Rev. Majima at (949) 

278-0120. 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact 

the RBC President, Larry Nishida at (559) 903-0316 to check 

the availability of the Reedley Buddhist Church. Then contact 

Rev. Majima at (949) 278-0120 or at rev.mmajima@gmail.com 

For Service at Family Home:  The family will contact Rev. 

Majima to arrange for a service.  
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Reflection During Eitaikyo: A Bud-
dha’s Lesson on Timeless Gratitude 

As we enter November, Eitaikyo brings 
us a special time for deep reflection on the Buddha’s 
timeless teachings and an opportunity to honor those 
who have passed on. It is a moment to remember the 
Buddha’s boundless compassion and wisdom, and to 
express our gratitude for the guidance we receive. 

One day, a man approached his Buddhist master, his 
heart weighed down by the difficulties he faced in his 
life. He had experienced loss and confusion and felt 
trapped by his own suffering. In a soft voice, he 
asked, "How can I find peace when life’s sorrows feel 
so heavy on my heart?" 

The master, having spent years studying the Buddha’s 
teachings, smiled gently and responded, “The Buddha 
taught that suffering is part of the human experience 
for all beings. However, it is not the suffering itself 
that holds us back—it is how we respond to it. Have 
you looked closely at your heart? Perhaps you are car-
rying this burden as if it were yours to bear alone.” 

The man was puzzled and asked, "But my suffering is 
my own. How could anyone else understand the pain I 
feel when their lives and experiences are so different 
from mine?" 

With deep compassion, the master explained, “The 
Buddha’s teachings remind us that while our challeng-
es may differ, the way we experience suffering is 
shaped by our hearts. What may seem overwhelming 
to one person might not affect another in the same 
way. This shows that suffering is not only about what 
happens to us, but about how we perceive and handle 
it. The Buddha encourages us to calm our hearts by 
focusing on Amida, the working of immeasurable life 
and unhindered light. When we open our hearts to 
Amida’s compassion and recite the Nembutsu, we can 
find peace.” 

The man listened closely, his mind slowly beginning 
to clear. He felt a sense of relief, as if the weight he 
had been carrying had become lighter. "How can I 
truly feel this peace in my life? What must I do to find 
this light?" he asked with hope in his voice. 

The master replied, “There is no special task you need 
to complete. The Buddha’s teachings are simple. 
Open your heart and recite the Nembutsu with sinceri-
ty. In doing so, you will come to feel Amida’s  

Message from Rev. Majima compassion working in your life. Even in times of 
suffering, you will never be alone. Amida’s light will 
always guide and support you.” 

Moved by his master’s words, the man began to re-
cite the Nembutsu daily, offering his gratitude to the 
Buddha. Day by day, he found peace as he realized 
he was part of an unbroken stream of wisdom and 
compassion. His burdens began to lift as he learned 
how Nembutsu works in his heart, and by changing 
his perspective, he found the strength to face his suf-
fering with peace. 

As we gather for Eitaikyo, we are reminded of the 
Buddha’s precious teachings, passed down through 
the ages. It is through reflection and gratitude that we 
keep the flame of the Dharma alive, lighting the path 
for future generations. 

This November, let us quiet our hearts and reflect on 
the Buddha's infinite wisdom. By reciting the Nem-
butsu, we honor the past, strengthen our connection 
to the present, and pave the way for peace in the fu-
ture. Guided by Amida’s boundless light, may we all 
be filled with gratitude and peace. 

 

        The Turtle and His Flying Adventure 

Did you have fun on Halloween? What kind of cos-
tume did you wear? Halloween is a great time to 
dress up and become someone new, even just for a 
day. Whether you are a spooky ghost, a superhero, or 
something silly, it’s always exciting to try being 
something different. But sometimes, being someone 
else doesn’t always work out as expected. Today, I 
want to share a fun story about a turtle who tried to 
be something he’s not. Let’s see what happened! 

Once upon a time, a slow but thoughtful turtle lived 
in a peaceful forest. His two best friends, a pair of 
birds, loved to fly high above the trees. The turtle 
watched them every day and wished he could fly, 
too. 

One day, he shared his wish with the birds. “I want to 
fly like you and see the world from the sky!” 

The birds thought for a moment. “We have an idea! 
Bite down on this stick, and we’ll hold the ends and 
fly you into the air! But remember, don’t open your 
mouth, or you’ll fall!” 

The turtle agreed and held onto the stick tightly. 
Soon, he was flying! The forest looked so small from 
up high, and the rivers sparkled like ribbons. 
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The Turtle and His Flying Adventure continued 
from page 2 

The animals below noticed the flying turtle. “Look! A 
turtle is flying! How amazing!” they shouted. 

The turtle was so excited he wanted to shout back. He 
forgot the warning and opened his mouth to speak. 
“Yes, it’s—” But before he could finish, he let go of 
the stick and tumbled to the ground. 

Luckily, his hard shell protected him, but he learned 
an important lesson: sometimes, it’s better to stay qui-
et and think before you speak! 

What do you think of this story? It teaches us some-
thing important not just for children but also for 
adults: Sometimes, when we get super excited, we for-
get to stop and think! Just like the turtle, who was so 
thrilled to be flying, he forgot to keep quiet and — 
oops! — he fell. But here’s the fun part: it’s totally 
okay to enjoy being who we are and what we can do 
instead of trying to be like someone else. After all, 
turtles — and all of us — are awesome just the way 
we are! 

Message from Rev. Majima        Dharma School Halloween Party 2024 
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皆

みな

さん、いかがお過

す

ごしでしょうか。早

はや

いもので、もう十一月

じゅういちがつ

です。お寺

てら

には、数多

かずおお

くの貴重

きちょう

な宝物

たからもの

が伝

つた

えられてい

ますが、今月

こんげつ

は、お寺

てら

に伝

つた

わるご絵伝

えでん

についてお話

はな

しいたしましょう。「ご絵伝

えでん

」というのは、親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

の活躍

かつやく

を描

えが

いた美

うつく

しい絵巻物

えまきもの

です。 

「ご絵伝

えでん

」に語

かた

られるお話

はなし

のひとつに、親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

が関東

かんとう

を教化

きょうけ

して歩

ある

かれていたときのお話

はなし

があります。親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

はあるとき、激

はげ

しい吹雪

ふぶき

に遭

あ

い、ある武士

ぶし

の家

いえ

の門

もん

を叩

たた

きますが、「お釈迦様

しゃかさま

の弟子

でし

であるなら、木

き

の下

した

や石

いし

の上

うえ

を宿

やど

にするのが伝統

でんとう

だ」と言

い

われ、宿

やど

を断

ことわ

られてしまいます。親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

は仕方

しかた

なく、武士

ぶし

の屋敷

やしき

の木

き

の下

した

で石

いし

を枕

まくら

にし

て休

やす

みました。 

その夜

よる

、武士

ぶし

の枕元

まくらもと

に観音菩薩

かんのんぼさつ

さまが現

あらわ

れ、「門

もん

の前

まえ

に阿弥陀様

あみださま

がいらっしゃるので、今

いま

、教

おし

えを聞

き

かなければ永遠

えいえん

に迷

まよ

いの世界

せかい

から抜

ぬ

け出

だ

すことはできないだろう」と告

つ

げました。驚

おどろ

いた武士

ぶし

は、親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

を家

いえ

へ招

まね

いてお話

はなし

を聞

き

き、その教

おし

えに感激

かんげき

した武士

ぶし

は、その夜

よ

のうちに親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

の弟子

でし

となったと言

い

われています。 

また、もうひとつのお話

はなし

は、平次郎

へいじろう

という弟子

でし

にまつわるものです。平次郎

へいじろう

には妻

つま

がいて、彼

かれ

が留守

るす

の間

あいだ

、妻

つま

は

親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

から授

さず

かったお名号

みょうごう

にお花

はな

や燈明

とうみょう

を供

そな

え、日々

ひび

お念仏

ねんぶつ

を称

とな

えていました。ある日

ひ

の夕暮

ゆうぐ

れ、平次郎

へいじろう

が家

いえ

に

帰

かえ

ると、妻

つま

が小

ちい

さい声

こえ

でなにか言

い

っているのを耳

みみ

にしました。それは妻

つま

が称

とな

えていたお念仏

ねんぶつ

だったのですが、平次郎

へいじろう

は、妻

つま

が秘密

ひみつ

の手紙

てがみ

を読

よ

んでいるのだと勘違

かんちが

いしてしまいます。妻

つま

はけんめいに否定

ひてい

して逃

に

げ回

まわ

りますが、荒々

あらあら

しい

平次郎

へいじろう

は怒

いか

りにまかせて妻

つま

を斬

き

り殺

ころ

してしまいました。 

その後

ご

、妻

つま

の遺体

いたい

を竹藪

たけやぶ

に埋

う

め、家

いえ

に戻

もど

ると、なんと斬

き

り殺

ころ

したはずの妻

つま

が平次郎

へいじろう

を迎

むか

えたのです。驚

おどろ

いた平次郎

へいじろう

は、竹藪

たけやぶ

に戻

もど

って土

つち

を掘

ほ

り返

かえ

すと、そこには斬

き

られて血潮

ちしお

に染

そ

まったお名号

みょうごう

が現

あらわ

れました。それは、妻

つま

が親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

から授

さず

かったものでした。この不思議

ふしぎ

な出来事

できごと

をきっかけに、平次郎

へいじろう

は心

こころ

を改

あらた

め、毎日

まいにち

お念仏

ねんぶつ

を称

とな

えるようになった

と言

い

われています。そして、この平次郎

へいじろう

こそが、後

のち

に『

「

嘆異抄

たんにしょう

』

」

を書

か

いた唯円

ゆいえん

であると伝

つた

えられています。 

このように、人

ひと

はどのようなきっかけでお念仏

ねんぶつ

を称

とな

えるようになるのか、わかりません。親鸞聖人

しんらんしょうにん

やその門弟

もんてい

たちが

辿

たど

った道

みち

のりを思

おも

い返

かえ

し、私

わたし

たちもまた、日々

ひび

のお念仏

ねんぶつ

を大切

たいせつ

にして生

い

きていきたいものです。お念仏

ねんぶつ

を通

とお

して、私

わたし

たちは阿弥陀

あみだ

さまの無限

むげん

の慈悲

じひ

と智慧

ちえ

に包

つつ

まれ、迷

まよ

いのない世界

せかい

へと導

みちび

かれていくのです。皆様

みなさま

も、どうかお念仏

ねんぶつ

を

称

とな

えて、共

とも

に安

やす

らかな心

こころ

で日々

ひび

を過

す

ごされますように。 

Message from Rev. Majima 



 
NOVEMBER 2024  PAGE 5 

  Church Acknowledges Dana 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Iwasaki  

     Special Donation           $  300.00 

The Naito Family  

     In Memory of Naito Family 

     Members                300.00 

The Naito Family  

     Use of Facilities              200.00 

Mrs. Namie Naito & Family  

     Naito Family Memorial Service            100.00 

Takaaki & Yoko Miyoshi  

     Orei for Obutsudan              140.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji   

     Senior Meals Donation              100.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn  

     Senior Meals Donation                50.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto 

     Senior Meals Donation     50.00 

Mrs. Shiz Tsutsui 

     Senior Meals Donation     50.00 

October Shotsuki Memorial Service 

Mrs. Ellen Kato 

     In Memory of Hideo Otani, Sayoko 

     Otani, & Fumi Togioka            100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura 

     In Memory of Mabel Okamura           100.00 

Mrs. Grace Nakagawa 

     In Memory of Steven Nakagawa,  

     Alan Bungo, Jitsuji Bungo   75.00 

Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji  

     In Memory of Miki Morita, Fusakichi 

     Takeuchi                50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Nishinaka 

     In Memory of Tokumatsu Nishinaka     50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hideki Otani 

     In Memory of Hideo Otani & Sayoko 

     Otani                50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata 

     In Memory of Alan Bungo, Shigeji  

     Naito, Fumiko Mizote, Matao Sakata, 

     & Mino Enoshima             50.00 

The Masumoto Family 

     In Memory of Natsuyo Matoi & Akio 

     Matoi                40.00 

             Continued in next column  

October Shotsuki Memorial Service Cont. 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn  

     In Memory of Masato Tsudama &  

     Mino Enoshima    $  30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida 

     In Memory of Shig Naito, Haruye 

     Nishida, & Sharon Barragan      30.00 

Ms. Amy Naito  

     In Memory of Shigeji Naito       25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro 

     In Memory of Tosaku Nobuhiro      25.00 

Ms. Shizuko Taguchi  

     In Memory of Betty Taguchi       25.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Betty Aoki 

     In Memory of Midori Aoki       20.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto 

     In Memory of Helen Fujita      20.00 

Ms. Priscilla Kehoe 

     In Memory of Noburo Togioka      20.00 

Ms. Priscilla Kehoe 

     In Memory of Fumi Togioka      20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi 

     In Memory of Shigeji Naito &  

     Sharon Barragan        20.00 

November Shotsuki Memorial Service 

Mr. Tracy Ito  

     In Memory of Yuki Ito             1,500.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Okamura  

     In Memory of Toye Tashiro      50.00 

Reedley BWA Acknowledgements 

Eshinni-Ko, Kakushinni-ko, Lady Kujo, & Reedley  

BWA Members Memorial Service Donations 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto    $ 30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Kobayashi      25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kubota      40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida      30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura      50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata    100.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada       30.00 

Other donations 

Shiz & Jill Kunishige 

     Bingo Day Donation       20.00 

The Abe Family  

     In Memory of Nancy Abe       50.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada 

     In Memory of Ruth Kobayashi      30.00
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     The October Shotsuki Memorial Service will be 
conducted on Sunday, November 17, 2024 at 10:00 
AM.  Families and friends are asked to attend and 
gassho. The deceased and seshu (observant) for No-
vember are as follows: 
 
DECEASED:           SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Masaichi Charles Abe         Mark Abe 
Sawaichi Matoi      Evelyn Asato 
Hikobei Hara & Douglas Hara      Nannette Mori  
Chikashi Haraguchi      Hatsuko Hanashiro 
Steven Hirahara          Stanley Hirahara 
Shozo Kubo       Arthur Hirata 
Russell Shimizu & Mitsuko   
     Ibara       Eloise Ibara 
Shigetaro Kodama      Amy Naito & Karen 
             Sakata 
John Nakata       Kenneth Ikemiya 
Shun Ikemiya       Toshi Kawagoe 
Tatsuzo Ishida & Buntaro  
     Nishimura       Dale Ishida  
Yukiko Ito & George  
     Tsunekawa          Craig Ito & Janet 
            Kamada 
Torao Yamamoto      Chizuko Iwasaki 
Yoshiko Kajihara      Richard Kajihara 
Fumio Shiroyama & Edna  
     Tonami Fujiwara      Nancy Kimura 
Masao Kubo       Alan Kubota 
Herbert Fukuo Maruyama,  
     Kozuchi Nagao & Misayo 
     Nagao       Michael Maruyama 
Sasaichi Miyamoto, Mitsugi  
     Miyamoto & Shozo  
     Miyamoto       Michio Miyamoto 
Yoshio Murase           Emily Murase 
Takashi Naito & Ronald 
     Nomi       Amy Naito 
Doris Miyuki Kawaguchi     Grace Nakagawa  
Bob Akahori       Nanette Nakamichi 
Kimiko Nishi &  
     Sadao Nomizu      Alice Nakamura 
Fred Nishida      Julia Ueda 
George Nishida      Larry Nishida 
Sakuichi Mizokami, Roy  
     Mizokami, & Itsuo  
     Mizukami      Ronald Nishinaka 
Janet Yuriko Ohashi     Henry Ohashi 
Toye Tashiro       Dennis Okamura 
Yasuno Mori      Cheryl Miyakawa & 
            Nannette Mori 
Fumikazu Randy Omachi      
     & Haruno Omachi      Kathleen Omachi 
 
    Continued next column                                          
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November Monthly Memorial Shotsuki Cont. 

DECEASED:         SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Kikue Sasaki       Satoshi Sasaki &  
           Shirow Sasaki 
Kiyome Sasaki, Chikara      
     Sasaki & Kazuto Sasaki     Dennis Sasaki 
Rikichi Nakamura, Masaye  
     Nakamura & Toshihiko 
     Nakamura                   Hiroko Shimozono 
Kakuichi Sunamoto &  
Masano Sunamoto      Kathy Hamada 
Tome Taguchi, Mise  
     Nakamura, & Charles 
     Taguchi                Shizuko Taguchi 
Mitsuye Mori       Yukiye Takayama 
Tsune Takayama      Helen Hamaoka 
Sada Tatami & Hatsuyo  
     Sakamoto       Arthur Tatami 
Johnnie Togioka, Joe Togioka,  
     & Tisato Kobayashi         Priscilla Kehoe 
Yoshito Toyota                   Shuzo Toyota 
Kuichi Uyeda       Mary Uyeda 
Takashi Kimoto                  Janette Wong-Sing 
                                                        & Amy Tsuji 
Bill Hisao Tsuji & Mitzi  
   Osumi                   George Tsuji 
Ise Kurokawa, Saburoku  
   Ishikawa & Kyuichi Yamada     Ayako Yamada 
Bunkichi Yamada     Ellen Yamada 

November Monthly 
Memorial Shotsuki Service 

Contact Number for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mr.Larry Nishida 

                                    Phone: (559) 903 - 0316 

Funeral Committee Chair: Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

                                                  Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office:  Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054   

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  

Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  

Email Pres. Larry Nishida:  lvnishida@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: reedleybc@gmail.com  

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  

                            see page 1 
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BAKERS NEEDED! 

     The Reedley BWA is requesting all you bakers out there to consider donating 

baked goods for the Reedley Food Bazaar pastries sales on Sunday, November 3, 

2024 from 3:00 - 6:00 PM.  You can make your choice of homemade cookies, cup-

cakes, cakes, pies, mochi manju, breads, candies, etc.   

     The BWA is requesting that items be labeled.  If you need individual contain-

ers, they will be available on Saturday during prep hours.  Items should be 

brought to the conference room on Sunday morning.   

We need your 
help! 
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 PLEASE COME OUT TO HELP! 
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 The Reedley Buddhist Church  
 

Crab Feed  
and  

Silent Auction  
are back! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 

5:00 PM 

Tickets will go on sale in January 

 

Adult Members & Friends:  ALL HANDS ON DECK!  Please save 
the date to help with this major fundraiser for the Reedley 
Buddhist Church!   

Please save and donate your baskets for the silent auction! 

Start thinking about what you might be able to donate to the auc-
tion!  Everything NEW: Gift cards, electronics, homemade crafts, gift 
baskets, landscaping items, goods and services, etc.)  If you have a connection 
with a large auction item (vacation homes, plane tickets, amusement park tick-
ets, new furniture items, we’ll accept almost anything!  Email Judy & Joy at:   
reedleybc@gmail.com or call or text (559) 281-3954 
                    Let’s make this the best event ever! 

 


