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Reedley Obon - Food for sale
Obon Dancing
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Hatsubon/Obon Service
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July 4th - Independence Day
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Fresno Obon

February 2019
Reedley Hatsubon Service
5:00 pm
8:00 pm
10:00 am

8:00 pm

20 Reedley BC Board Meeting
31 Dharma School Beach Outing

7:00 pm
10:00 pm

ONLINE LINK FOR VIRTUAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY CC MINISTERS:
GO TO: https://twitter.com/fresno_nishi
to get the YouTube link for the service.

We will be conducting a Reedley Buddhist Church
HATSUBON/OBON SERVICE in combination with the
July Memorial “Shotsuki” Service on Sunday, July 3,
2022 at 10:00 AM. We will be observing Hatsubon for
those loved ones of Reedley Buddhist Church members
who have passed away since our 2021 Hatsubon Service.
Family members are invited to attend the service and light
a lantern in memory of their loved one.

2022 Hatsubon
JimmyYamamoto
Jeffrey Teranishi
Akiko Shiroyama
Fumiko Ikemiya
Phillip Hirata
Shirley Yamakoshi Baskin

Dharma School Beach
Outing to Avila Beach

Hatsubon/Obon Service, July
“Shotsuki” (Memorial Service),
& Dharma Service

Sunday, July 31, 2022

Sunday, July 3, 2022

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

Avila Beach
All Church Members are invited to
attend! Please RSVP number attending
(text, leave a message, or call)
Vickie @ (559) 903-0317
Main dish provided, attendees are asked to
bring side dish/dessert (sign up for one)
JULY TOBAN:
Church Toban: Donaldson & Hansen
BWA: Group 1 - Karen Sakata

Light lunch following the service

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who helped with
Omigaki (altar cleaning) and shining the implements from the onaijin. We do this
twice a year and it really keeps it looking great!
Thank you to Joy Donaldson and the BWA for
providing dinner for all the workers!
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Church Acknowledges Dana
Mrs. Kiyoko Inn - Senior Meals Donation

June Memorial Service Continued:

$ 50.00

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn - Memorial Day Service

50.00

Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji - Gotan-E Service

50.00

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Fujitsubo - Memorial Day
Service

20.00

Mrs. Priscilla Kehoe - Memorial Day Service

20.00

Mrs. Teruko Shibata
Kikutaro Shimizu
Ms. Lily Ikemiya
Hisao Tamaki
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi
Michi Ikeda & Kiyomi Takahashi
Mr. Ken Nakamura
Takematsu Nishi
Mrs. Yukiye Takayama
Shigetaro Takasaki & Nobuo Takasaki

$25.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
15.00

May Memorial Service

June Memorial Service
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Iwasaki
40 Year Memorial for Mr. Ben Nakagawa
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura
George Okamura & Sode Sakuragi
Ms. Michiko Tanizaki Zachry
Kimiye Tanizaki
Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Aoki
Kiyoshi Aoki & Kikuko Kawakami
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida
Midori Nishida, Michi Ikeda & Kiyomi
Takahashi
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Quiroz
Keiko Sugai, Minoru Yokota, Chiye Yokota
Mrs. Nagiko Konishi
Harukichi Konishi
Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji
Shizuko Kimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Kliff Justesen
Emiko Matsuno
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi
Tom Nakamichi
Mrs. Alice Nakamura
Takematsu Nishi
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata
Michi Ikeda, Kiyomi Takahashi, Arakichi
Kimura, & Helen Kimura
Ms. Amy Naito
Michi Ikeda
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Nishijima
Yasuki Kitaoka

100.00
100.00
100.00

The Hiyama Family
Mari Hiyama & Brad Hiyama
Mr. & Mrs. James Hatakeda
Shizuye Arakawa & Tsurutaro Arakawa

80.00
50.00

March Memorial Service

50.00

Mrs. Nagiko Konishi
Sandra Konishi

50.00

Hanamatsuri & Memorial Day Service

Mr. Johnnie Togioka

40.00

50.00

50.00
40.00
40.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
25.00
25.00

Continued in next column

Transportation to
Services
There are times when you may need transportation to
and/or from our services. We have some members who have
volunteered to pick you up and/or take you home. We only
ask that you are vaccinated and wear a mask inside the car.
Please call Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687 and if no answer, leave a message. We will get back to you as soon as
possible. Please let us know by the day before a service so
we can make arrangements. Thanks!

* Format change - we will be listing the names for memorial service donations.
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Message from Rev. Nakata
Today is your youngest day ever
in your future days
Hello all Central California Nishi
Hongwanji Sangha friends! The Obon season is just about a corner. This year, Fowler Buddhist
Church, Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple, and Reedley
Buddhist Church are hosting in-person Obon. Please support their Obon events and fundraisers.
Some CC temple and Churches observed Rennyo Shonin’s
Annual Memorial Service in June. Most readers may know
Rennyo Shonin was the 8th master of Nishi Hongwanji /
Jodo Shinshu. One day he shared one of his childhood
memories with his followers. He said, when he was small,
his whole family shared one bowl of porridge. What does
this mean? Literally, one bowl of porridge was the only
meal for the entire family. About 50 years after Shinran
Shonin’s death, the Hongwanji Temple was established in
Kyoto and it had popularity for a while. By the time of
Rennyo Shonin’s father, Zonnyo, the Hongwanji Temple
had significantly shrank and became a tiny temple. They
had few daily visitors. This happened only 100 years after
the establishment of the Hongwanji Temple. As a result,
Zonnyo had to have multiple part-time jobs to provide for
his family.

Rennyo Shonin took over the Hongwanji when he was 42
years old and became the 8th master. He challenged new
things and conducted unique experiments to revive the
temple. One of the experiments was Gobunsho, the series
of his letter. He wrote more than 200 short letters on Buddhist teachings with simple English (Japanese), because
many of his followers were farmers with basic reading
skills. One of the well-known Gobusho is “on the White
Ashes”, which I’m sure you have heard at services. By his
Gobunsho, many people were able to access Buddhist
teachings. I am sure our CC Sangha members learned a lot
from “on the White Ashes”, too.
Beside the Gobunsho, his followers wrote down Rennyo
Shonin’s daily sayings and left them in a book. I would like
to share one of his sayings. One day, Rennyo Shonin said
“A devout Buddhist told me that you should listen to the
Buddha Dharma while you are young. When you are aged,
you will have difficulties to walk to the temple, and you
may become quickly sleepy when the Buddhist service
starts. That is why you should listen to the Buddha Dharma while you are young.” Rennyo Shonin lived in the 15th
Century. People in that era lived an average of 50 years,
much shorter than lives in the 21st Century.
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Do you know why we need to listen to the Buddha Dharma? Surely, it is not duty nor obligation, but it will be an
excellent tool to help reduce your hardship, stress and
anxiety when you encounter various challenges and problems in your daily life. Rennyo Shonin wanted people
utilizing the Buddha Dharma in their everyday life and
hoped they enjoy its usefulness before they lose their capability to listen to and utilize it.
Recently, one lady told me “I am too old to learn Buddhism, although I would like to learn”. My response to
her was “did you know today is your youngest day ever
in your future days? You should realize this. While you
think you would like to learn, you are capable to do so”.
She smiled and said, “that is true”. She began attending
my classes.
Luckily, I encountered the Buddha Dharma when I was
18 years old. Since then, it has become a powerful tool,
just like a surfboard, to ride on big and small tides of
life’s challenges and to get through those challenges
smoothly. After learning Buddhism, I have not felt one
single negativity about life, even in the pandemic. Buddhism developed in me, a positive mind and confidence. I
really appreciate my teachers who taught me the proper
understanding of the Buddha Dharma. So, I understand
why Rennyo Shonin said “while you are young.” As long
as you are young (or you think you are young), you can
raise your motivation or eagerness to learn. Just like people who are 80 years old enter college to earn their degree.
I have seen many learners in Buddhism, and they are
young, really. What makes them young? They always
contemplate on how they can live their life more appreciative and enjoyable. No matter their age, they have enthusiasm in their everyday life. They maintain a young
(younger) mindset. I am in my mid-40’s, but my mindset
has not changed much since my 20’s. In fact, when I go
to Target, I always stop by the toy and video game
shelves. Sometimes I buy a block toy (like Lego), and
play with it, with my children. Buddhism tells us, “live as
you are”. I can live with the mind of what I like is what I
like.
Many people may consider it is hard to learn Buddhism
or listen to the Buddha Dharma, but I can say that it is
super easy. The Buddha Dharma simply asks us that
since no one can take over or replace your life with others, and it will not repeat, how would you like to live it?
Therefore, Rennyo Shonin tells us that you should listen
to the Buddha Dharma while you are young. Again, I
would say you are young today when you compare with
any of your future days. Gassho
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Message from Rev. Nakagawa
“I, Shinran, have never even once uttered the
Nembutsu for the sake of my father and mother.
The reason is that all beings have been fathers
and mothers, brothers and sisters, in the timeless
process of birth-and-death since the birth of this
universe. When I attain Buddhahood, each and every one will
be saved without exception. If it could be a good accomplished
by my own powers, then I could transfer the accumulated merits of my Nembutsu to save my father and mother. But since
this is not the case, when we become free from self-power and
quickly attain the enlightenment, we will save those bound
closest to us, no matter how deeply they are immersed in karmic suffering.” (TANNISHO, chapter 5)

Obon is the most familiar festival celebrated by Buddhists. It
is a dharma-gathering where we renew our thoughts about our
ancestors by remembering our close relatives who have passed
away.
By the way, who exactly are our ancestors? Are they my parents who gave birth to me and my grandparents who delivered
my parents? For example, if you count the 32 generations of
my ancestors, you will have more than the current population
of the earth! If one of these people was missing for some reason, I would not be alive today. I can't help but think of the
complicated fate of my birth. I can't help but wonder where
and how my countless ancestors are now. Are they really
sleeping in their graves?
One Chinese master once wrote, "My body is the dead body of
my parents.” This means that the blood of countless ancestors
flows from parent to child, child to grandchild, and is all condensed into my body. The bones buried beneath the grave are
nothing, but the ancestors are still alive in this world. In other
words, my body is a living ancestor. This is true not only for
humans, but also for dogs, cats, and all living things. However,
only human beings can be considered to have not only a body,
but also a life that is lived with a wish. This wish may be represented by the words “happiness and well-being.”
Obon is properly called "Urabanna". Some of you probably
know that the word "Ura" means "to be hanged upside down.”
Let's take a look at some of the causes which we have fallen
into difficulties.
1. We neglect what is important and value what is not important.
2. We put off things that need to be done and hurry to do
things that don't need to be done.
3. Forgetting things that need to be remembered and remembering things that should be forgotten.
4. Asking questions that don't need to be asked, instead of asking questions that need to be asked.
5. I don't do what I have to do, but I try to do what I shouldn't
do.
The list goes on and on. Even if you don't have a specific reason, I'm sure you can think of one.
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Our suffering stems from this upside down way of being. We
think we are standing on our feet, but we are really standing
on our head, so we can never get rid of our suffering. If we
just live a busy, busy life, we will never realize that we are
standing on our head. Standing on one's head is unnatural, so
it is several times more painful than standing correctly. As a
result, we naturally complain more than those who are standing correctly. Running around on your head when it's hot
will only make you more frustrated. Therefore, I suggest that
you slow down for a couple of days and check your way of being, which is the meaning of "Ura", or “I’m standing on my
head, ain't I?”
So, how can we check ourselves if we don't even realize that
we are standing on our heads? The only way is to be exposed
to the correct teachings is by Buddha's wisdom. It is only
when we are exposed to the right teachings that we realize
how upside down we are.
Bonn is a vessel. It means a vessel to scoop up the suffering,
which means salvation. Therefore, the "Urabanna" is a gathering where those who are standing on their heads and suffering can be saved through the correct teachings. It is exactly not an event for the dead but for the living who are suffering from standing on their heads.
During the Obon season, we visit graves and read sutras in
front of the family tomb stone, so it is often perceived as a
Buddhist event for the dead. However, both visiting graves
and reading sutras are opportunities for us who are still alive
to think about the way we are today, while paying respect to
our ancestors.
Those who think that visiting graves and reciting sutras are
only for the dead will be surprised when they encounter the
words of Tannisho, "I, Shinran, have never even once uttered
the Nembutsu for the sake of my father and mother." However, this is the original way of Buddhism. There is no such
thing in Buddhism as a way of thinking for the dead without
considering one's own state as a living person. When we say
that we do not recite the Nenbutsu or read the sutras for the
dead, it may sound like we are mistreating our ancestors, but
in reality, the act of reciting the Nenbutsu or reading the sutras for the dead is mistreating our ancestors.
One should know the reason for this is that in the act of reciting sutras for the dead, there is an unconscious prayer that
the dead will go to a better place. The reason we pray for
them to go to a better place is because we believe that our
ancestors did not go to a better place. The belief that our ancestors did not go to better places is the reason why we pray
for them in the form of Nenbutsu and Sutra reading.
We should remember our ancestors who headed towards the
Pure moment under the light of Buddha's wisdom who kept
sending "Namōmitābha (Namu Amitābha).” We will celebrate
the 'Urabanna.’ I would like to welcome the Obon Festival
with great care this year as well.
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July Monthly
Memorial Service
The July Monthly Memorial Service will be conducted IN-PERSON on Sunday, July 3, 2022 at
10:00 AM. Families and friends are asked to attend
and gassho. The deceased and seshu (observant) for
July are as follows:
DECEASED:
SESHU: (OBSERVANT)
Kyujiro Kikumoto
Mitchell Abe
Yukino Hikiji
Kay Antoku
Shizuye Hada
Gerry Hada
Yoshino Hara
Wes Hara
Hattaro Haraguchi
Hatsuko Hanashiro
Seizo Suyemoto
Naomi Hashimoto
Satoru Goto & Harold Keio
Arakawa
Keiko Hatakeda
Izumi Hirata &
Jean Ayako Kubo
Art Hirata
Masu Hosaka, Sato Takata
& Sohichi Hosaka
Todd Hosaka
Mine Ichihana
Yoko Ichihana
Kuichi Nakata
Carolyn Ikemiya
Itsuki Tsudama
Kiyoko Inn
Kinuyo Morioka, Kazue
Ishida, & Sumiye Sue Iwai Dale Ishida
Suzuno Tsunekawa &
Seishiro Yamada
Craig Ito
Haruki Harry Kawagoe
Kent Kawagoe & Roy
Kawagoe
Yaeko Kawamoto
Sue Kawamoto
Masujiro Nagai
Nancy Kimura
Ichizo Kanefuku & Tomi
Shitanishi
Ben Kubota
Masayuki Kubo
Alan Kubota
Mitsuno Naito
Amy Naito
Takematsu Nishi &
George Nishi
Alice Nakamura
Yaeno Kofu & Mitsuye
Fujisawa
Ronald Nishinaka
Taki Okamura
Dale Okamura
Tom Tadashi Mori
Fujiye Okino
Edward Masao Otani &
Mitsuyo Otani
Hideki Otani
Saye Sakata
Nancy Sakata
Kikutaro Shimizu
Teruko Shibata
Tsuru Shimozono &
Kunikichi Shimozono
Hiroko Shimozono
Chyono Ninomiya &
Shizuye Susie Murakami
Ayako Sunamoto
Nobuo Takasaki
Yukiye Takayama
continued next column

July Monthly Memorial Cont.

DECEASED:
SESHU:(OBSERVANT)
George Hiroshi Takayama
& Wilma Takayama
Helen Hamaoka
Satoyo Tanizaki
Cathy Tanizaki Zachry
Yoshihiko Tatami
Kazuko Tatami
Koei Toyota
Shuzo Toyota
Tamayo Uyeda
Mary Uyeda
George Iwao Kobayashi
Ellen Yamada

Procedures for Requesting a Minister
Funerals:
The family will contact the Funeral Chairperson & Church
President, Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687
Makuragyo Service:
During the week contact the Fresno Betsuin Office (4424054) or Rev. Nakagawa on weekdays or weekends directly
(970-7652).
Family Memorial Service:
For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church: Contact
the RBC President to check the availability of the Reedley
Church. Then contact Lee Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin
(442-4054) to schedule the service. Fresno Betsuin office
hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday. Return
call to Church President to confirm date and time.
For services at family home: Family will contact Lee
Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin office to arrange for a minister.

Contact Number for Church Business
Reedley Church Phone: (559) 638-2146
Church President: Mr. Gary Sakata
Phone: (559) 250-9687
Funeral Committee Chair: Mr. Gary Sakata at:
Phone: (559) 250-9687
Fresno Betsuin Office - Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054 (call
to request a minister or schedule a family service in Reedley
after contacting Reedley president for church availability)
Rev. Nakagawa: (urgent for Makuragyo) (559) 970-7652

Reedley Buddhist Church
2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24
Reedley, CA 93654
Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146
Website: http://www.reedleybc.org
Email Pres. Gary Sakata: kgsakata@verizon.net
Email Newsletter/Webmaster: reedleybc@gmail.com
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Reedley BWA YARD SALE
Save the Date! - October 15, 2022
Start cleaning out those closets and garages! Due to lack
of space, we will not be able to accept any items until
October 11th & 12th
Furniture, bedding, kitchenware, electronics,
antiques, games, appliances, baby items, children’s
clothing, etc.

