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Ohigan, March Shotsuki Memorial 

Service, & Family Dharma Service 

Sunday, March 8, 2026 

10:00 AM 

Lunch will be served following the service. 

 

          March Calendar 

MARCH TOBAN:  

Church Toban:  Otani, Kobayashi,  

            Kajihara, N. Kimura, &  

  Donaldson 

BWA:  Group 1:  Karen Sakata 

7 Rev. Shibata Memorial Service  

     at Buddhist Church of Stockton            11:00 am 

8 Combined Ohigan, March Shotsuki 

     Memorial, & Family Dharma 

     Service               10:00 am 

12   Church Yard Clean Up    8:00 am 

       Preparations for Crab Feed & Silent 

           Auction      6:30 pm 

13  Preparations for Crab Feed & Silent 

           Auction      6:30 pm 

14 CRAB FEED & SILENT AUCTION 5:00 pm 

15 Clean up for Crab Feed    9:00 am 

17  90th Anniversary Committee Mtg.  6:00 pm 

      Reedley BC Board Meeting   7:00 pm 

18 Omigaki (Altar Cleaning)   6:00 pm 

19   CCDC Meeting at Fowler    7:00 pm 

22   CCBWL Conference in Parlier  9:00 am 

     Please RSVP with your registration 

for the Reedley Buddhist Church 90th 

Anniversary celebration on Saturday, 

April 25, 2026!  We would really like to 

see everyone come out to enjoy the day and cele-

brate our past Issei and Nisei founders who pro-

vided us with a wonderful community of friends 

and family.  See page 3 for details. 

     The 18th Annual Crab Feed and Silent 
Auction is quickly approaching!  There are 
still a few tickets available!  If you would like 
to help, come out and join us! 
     We are still looking for donated items for 

our Silent Auction and if you bake, we’d love for you to 
make your favorite for the Dessert Auction!  See pages 7 
& 8 for details! 

18th Annual Crab Feed & Silent Auction 

In Sympathy 

     Our deepest condolences to Mrs. 

Yasuko Shibata and the Shibata 

Family on the passing of Rev. 

George Shibata on January 28, 

2026 in Toyama, Japan, at the age 

of 87.  A memorial service will be 

held at the Buddhist Church of 

Stockton on March 7, 2026 at 

11:00 AM.   

     If you are unable to attend and 

would like to send a card or koden, please give it to a 

board member and they will take it to the service in 

Stockton, or you can send it to:  Rev. Candice Shibata - 

P.O. Box 8038, Stockton, CA  95208.  Please make 

checks payable to Rev. Candice Shibata and she will 

make sure Mrs. Shibata receives all the cards and ko-

den,   

     A memorial service in Reedley will be held on April 

12, 2026 at 11:00 AM.  A luncheon will be held for 

those in attendance.   

     Our deepest condolences to the family of Mrs.  

Kiyoko Inn, mother of Lorraine Fujitsubo, Roger Inn, 

Jolene Yee, & Joyce Mebed, who passed away on  

February 16, 2026 at the age of 98.   

     Welcome new member Mrs. Stacy (Nishida) 
Ramos to Reedley Buddhist Church! 
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What Is Ekō  
(Dedication of Merit)? 

March is the season of Ohigan. Centered on the Spring 
Equinox, this is a special time when we listen to the 
Buddha’s teaching, remember those who have passed 
away, and reflect upon our own lives. During Ohigan 
services, we chant the sutras together. At the conclu-
sion of the chanting, a passage called the Eko-mon, or 
Dedication of Merit, is recited. 
 
While wording differs slightly among Buddhist tradi-
tions, one well-known form expresses the wish: 

May the merit acquired here be shared with all beings, 
so that we and all beings together may attain Bud-
dhahood. 
 
This expresses the aspiration that the virtue cultivated 
through the service does not remain with oneself alone 
but extends to all beings everywhere. 
 
The word ekō comes from the Sanskrit term pariṇāma, 
which means “transformation,” “turning,” or 
“redirection.” In Buddhism, it refers to directing the 
merit arising from wholesome actions beyond oneself, 
toward others. 
 
At first glance, this may seem to contradict the Bud-
dhist principle of karma—that each person receives 
the results of their own actions. How, then, can merit 
be shared? 
 
To understand this, we may consider the example of a 
tree. Each leaf produces nutrients through photosyn-
thesis when it receives sunlight. Yet those nutrients do 
not remain in the leaf alone. They circulate throughout 
the entire tree, nourishing the trunk, branches, and 
roots. Even leaves that do not receive enough sunlight 
are sustained by the whole. 
 
This is the meaning of the dedication of merit. 
 
In the same way, our lives are deeply interconnected. 
None of us lives alone. We exist supported by one an-
other. 
 
During the season of Ohigan, as we listen to the words 
of dedication of merit, we are reminded that our lives 
are part of this greater whole. Eko gently teaches us 
that we live within a profound network of connections, 
supported by countless others. 

Namo Amida Butsu 

Message from Rev. Majima The Great Tree 
(for the students) 

Long ago, there stood a very great tree. 

For many, many years, it remained in the same place. 
Its thick trunk rose straight toward the 
sky, and its wide branches stretched out 
in every direction.  

When spring came, many leaves ap-
peared on its branches. 
Some leaves were small, and some 
were large. 
 
Some grew high up near the sky, and others grew lower 

down near the trunk. 

On sunny days, the light of the sun 
shone upon the tree. 
 
The leaves high above received much of 
the sunlight and sparkled brightly in the 
air. 

The leaves lower down did not receive as much light. 
They were shaded by branches and other leaves above 
them. 

Still, when the wind blew, all the leaves moved together. 
The high leaves and the low leaves swayed in the same 
wind. 

When the rain fell, all the leaves received the same rain. 
The tree stood quietly, and every leaf remained held by its 
branches. 

One day, a leaf growing low on the tree 
began to notice something. 

It was not there by itself. 
It was connected to a branch. 
It was connected to the trunk. 
It was part of the great tree. 

When the wind moved the leaves above, that movement 
traveled through the branches and the trunk, and the low-
er leaves moved as well. 

The tree was one. 

Though there were many leaves, 
they were not separate. 
They were all living as part of the same 
tree. 

As evening came, the great tree stood 
quietly beneath the sky. 

And in this way, for hundreds of years, 
the great tree continued to stand quietly beneath the open 
sky. 

 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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 Message from Rev. Majima 

回向
え こ う

とは何
なに

か 

三月
さんがつ

はお彼岸
ひ が ん

の季節
き せ つ

です。春分
しゅんぶん

の日
ひ

を中心
ちゅうしん

としたこの期間
き か ん

は、私
わたし

たちが仏
ほとけ

さまの教
おし

えに耳
みみ

を傾
かたむ

け、亡
な

き方々を偲
しの

び、あらためて自
みずか

らのいのちを見
み

つめる大切
たいせつ

なご縁
えん

の時
とき

です。お

彼岸法要
ひがんほうよう

で、皆
みな

さんと一緒
いっしょ

にお経
きょう

を唱和しますが、そのお経
きょう

の最後
さ い ご

に、「回向文
えこうもん

」が読
よ

まれ

ます。 

宗派
しゅうは

によって表現
ひょうげん

は少
すこ

し異
こと

なりますが、代表的
だいひょうてき

な回向文
えこうもん

の一
ひと

つに、次
つぎ

のような言葉
こ と ば

がありま

す。 

願以此功徳
が ん に し く ど く

 平等施一切
びょうどうせいっさい

 同発菩提心
どうほつぼだいしん

 往生安楽国
おうじょうあんらくこく

 

これは、「ここで得
え

られた功徳
く ど く

を、すべての存在
そんざい

に広
ひろ

く及
およ

ぼし、私
わたし

たちもすべての人々
ひとびと

も共
とも

に

仏道
ぶつどう

を成就
じょうじゅ

することができますように」と願
ねが

う言葉
こ と ば

です。さて、「回向
え こ う

」という言葉
こ と ば

は、もと

もと古代のインド
い ん ど

の言葉
こ と ば

で、「変化
へ ん か

」「転換
てんかん

」「回転
かいてん

」という意味
い み

があります。仏教
ぶっきょう

において

は、自
みずか

らの善
よ

い行
おこな

いによって生
しょう

じた功徳
く ど く

を、自分
じ ぶ ん

だけのものとせず、他
ほか

へと振
ふ

り向
む

けること

を意味
い み

する言葉
こ と ば

として、「回向
え こ う

」と訳
やく

されました。しかし、ここで一
ひと

つの疑問
ぎ も ん

が生
う

まれます。

仏教
ぶっきょう

の基本的
きほんてき

な考
かんが

え方
かた

は「自業自得
じ ご う じ と く

」、つまり自分
じ ぶ ん

の行為
こ う い

の結果
け っ か

は自分自身
じ ぶ ん じ し ん

に帰
かえ

るというも

のです。もしそうであるなら、どうやって自分
じ ぶ ん

の功徳
く ど く

を他
ほか

へ振
ふ

り向
む

けることができるのでしょ

うか。 

このことを理解
り か い

するために、樹木
じゅもく

を思
おも

い浮
う

かべてみましょう。樹
き

の葉
は

は一枚一
いちまいいち

枚
まい

が光
ひかり

を受
う

けて

栄養
えいよう

を生
う

み出
だ

します。しかし、その栄養
えいよう

は一枚
いちまい

の葉
は

だけのものではなく、幹
みき

や枝
えだ

、そして

樹全体
きぜんたい

へと巡
めぐ

ります。その結果
け っ か

、樹全体
きぜんたい

が育
そだ

ちます。中
なか

には光
ひかり

を十分
じゅうぶん

に受
う

けられない葉
は

もあ

りますが、それらは他
た

の葉
は

によって支
ささ

えられています。回向
え こ う

とは、このような働
はたら

きを表
あらわ

して

います。 

私
わたし

たちの社会
しゃかい

もまた、この樹
き

のようなものです。私
わたし

たちは一人
ひ と り

で生
い

きているのではなく、互
たが

いに支
ささ

え合い、結
むす

びつきの中
なか

で生
い

きています。お彼岸
ひ が ん

のご縁
えん

の中
なか

で回向文
えこうもん

をお聞
き

きするとき、

私
わたし

たちは自分一人
じ ぶ ん ひ と り

のためではなく、全てのいのちと共
とも

に生
い

かされていることに気
き

づかされま

す。回向
え こ う

とは、その深
ふか

いつながりの中
なか

に生
い

きている私
わたし

たちの姿
すがた

を、静
しず

かに教
おし

えてくれる大切
たいせつ

な教
おし

えなのです。 

合掌 
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  Church Acknowledges Dana 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Iwasaki  

     Nirvana Day Service Donation             $ 100.00 

Mrs. Ellen Kato 

     Special Donation      100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kubota 

     Nirvana Day Service Donation      40.00 

Ms. Amy Naito 

     Senior Meals Donation     100.00 

Mrs. Alice Nakamura 

     Senior Meals Donation     100.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto 

     Senior Meals Donation       50.00 

February Shotsuki Memorial Service Donations 

Mrs. Leah Kawahara 

     In Memory of Michiko Teranishi   100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura 

     In Memory of Hanayo Sakuragi   100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata 

     In Memory of George Kimura, Yoshiye 

     Kimura, Arlene Imoto, Yoshiko Inn,  

     Machi Hobo, & Harry Inn     100.00 

Mr. Byron Taira 

     In Memory of Irene Taira    100.00 

Mrs. Cathy Tanizaki Zachry 

     In Memory of Itsuno Tsuneta    100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Nori Hashimoto 

     In Memory of Yas Hashimoto & Mary  

     Hashimoto        50.00 

Ms. Michi Hotta & Ms. June Hotta 

     In Memory of Toshiko Hotta      50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi 

     In Memory of Jean Akahori      50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hideki Otani 

     In Memory of Yoshiharu Yamagiwa     50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Kliff Justesen 

     In Memory of John Matsuno         35.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto 

     In Memory of Shiro Kawamoto & Kojiro 

     Kawamoto        30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida 

     In Memory of Kotome Nomi & George 

     Kimura        30.00 

Mrs. Linda Doi 

     In Memory of Tomojiro Sugai, Tome 

     Sugai, & Todd Sugai          25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi 

     In Memory of George Kimura & Kotome 

     Nomi         25.00 

Ms. Amy Naito 

     In Memory of George Kimura         25.00 

Mrs. Amy Naito 

     In Memory of Kotome Nomi       25.00 

Mr. Ben Nobuhiro 

     In Memory of Itsu Nobuhiro      25.00 

Kenneth Sunamoto & Family  

     In Memory of Naka Sunamoto     20.00 

          Continued in next column 

January Shotsuki Memorial Service Donation 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Okamura 

     In Memory of Eizo Tashiro        50.00 

Hoonko Service Donation 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada         30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hatakeda        25.00 

Maintenance Fund 2025 

Mrs. Joanne Hansen          40.00 

 

 

 

Rev. & Mrs. Kakei Nakagawa 

     New Year’s Donation      100.00 

 

Contact Numbers for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mrs. Vickie Nishida 

                                    Phone: (559) 903-0317 

Funeral Committee Chair: Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

                                                  Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office:  Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054   

2026 CAMP DHARMA AT KEOLA  
July 10 - 12, 2026 

We’d love for you to join us for a weekend of 
camping in the beautiful Sierras on the shore of  
Huntington Lake!  See pages 9 & 10 for details 

and a registration form! 

 Reedley BWA Acknowledges Dana 
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The Reedley Buddhist Church  
 

Crab Feed  
and  

Silent Auction  
is coming up! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, March 14, 2026 

5:00 PM 

Tickets will go on sale January 10th 
$100 per person  

(see flyer on page 7) 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

• Can you donate a new item or 
more for the SILENT AUCTION?  
Gift cards, vacation deals, flights, dinner gift cards, 
electronics (iPad, Earbuds, computers, TVs, home 
security cameras, cameras, phones, etc.) yard 
items, home goods & decor, gift baskets, power 
tools, sporting equipment, new toys, services 
(dental, eye, hair, photos, etc.), food baskets 
(tsukemono, jams, jellies), handmade items, art, 
sports memorabilia…. Anything new will gladly be 
accepted! 

• Volunteer to help with the  
crab feed. 

• Encourage friends to attend! 

CALLING ALL BAKERS! 

We will be having a Dessert Auction 

once again and we’d love for you to 

bake one (or more) of your favorite 

desserts to be sold at the auction!  

(Please display it on a nice plate or 

tray which will go with the dessert!)  If 

you need one, we can help! 

Questions about the Silent Auction or 
Dessert Auction???  Tell us if you can 
donate an item or dessert!  Please con-

tact Joy Donaldson at: (559) 859-7861 or 

Judy Kobayashi (559) 281-3954 or email us 

at:  reedleybc@gmail.com  We hope you 

can participate!   



     The March Shotsuki Memorial Service will be con-
ducted on Sunday, March 8, 2026 at 10:00 AM.  
Families and friends are asked to attend and gassho. 
The deceased and seshu (observant) for March are as 
follows: 

 
DECEASED:          SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Jimmy Harada   Mark Abe 
Ito Abe, JoAnn Abe,  &  
     Goro Mukai    Mitchell Abe  
Yoneichi Asami  Lillian Garrigus 
Fumiyo Faye Masumoto Evelyn Asato 
Yoshio “Joe” Fujii & Clara 
     Kazue Fujii   Joy Donaldson 
Hisako Okino   Cheryl Miyakawa &  
                                                       Nannette Mori 
Hiroshi Asakawa  Lisa Lo  
Tatsuko Hatanaka  Joyce Hatanaka 
Shigeo Hirahara, & Phoebe 
     Hideko Hirahara  Stanley Hirahara 
Hisano Hirakawa  Carole Hirakawa 
Phillip Hirata   Art Hirata 
Jisaburo Kawasaki   Karen Sakata 
Tsuchiyo Tsudama  Lorraine Fujitsubo 
James Ito & Shigeyo Ito  
Fukutaro Ito   Craig Ito &  
                     Janet Kamada  
Kiyoko Nishida  Chizuko Iwasaki 
Miyeko Kamikawa, 
     Miyo Yamasaki, & 
     Haruye Nakata  Sue Kawamoto 
Masako Kobayashi   Robert Kobayashi 
Sandra Konishi  & Nagiko 
     Konishi    Kagumi Persall 
Tsuru Tasaka, Jack Gunji 
     Kubota, & Isamu Teraoka Ben Kubota 
Fumiko Kubo   Alan Kubota 
Miyoko Kunishige  Jill Kunishige 
Kinuko Miyamoto  Michio Miyamoto 
Gunzo Miyamoto, Chiyono 
    Miyamoto, Shigeku Sally 
    Nakata, James Akira 
    Miyamoto, Chohei Morita, 
    Jiro Morita, & Rui  
    Takeuchi    Lynn Kurumaji 
Toshiye Judy Nakamichi  Danny Nakamichi 
Yasuye Nishida             Larry Nishida & Julia  
         Ueda 
Kono Kishi   Larry Nishida 
Yoshimi Takasugi  Charlene Okamura 
Baby Okamura   Dale Okamura 
 
           continued in next column 

 

 

    

 

March Monthly Memorial Cont. 
 
DECEASED:            SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Eizo Tashiro     Dennis Okamura 
Masaru Omachi & Denichi 
     Omachi     Kathleen Omachi  
Ura Otani     Hideki Otani &  
         Priscilla Kehoe 
Fujiko Sasaki                 Paul Sasaki &  
         Brian Sasaki 
Jimmy Yoshiyuki Sasaki   Debbie Diaz &  
           Larry Nishida 
Toyo Shiine     Ben Nobuhiro  
Itaro Nakata & Tsurue Nakata   Hiroko Shimozono 
Ken Sugai     Linda Doi & Janet  
         Quiroz 
Nobuko Taguchi, Michiko 
     Taguchi, Akiko Taguchi, 
     & Masami John Taguchi    Shizuko Taguchi 
Hideo Shinkawa    Don Takanishi 
Haruko Oda & Shimo Matta   Helen Hamaoka 
Tom Satoshi Takayama   Yukiye Takayama & 
           Helen Hamaoka 
Kumakichi Sakamoto, Tokichi 
     Sakamoto, & Michiyo  
     Tatami     Arthur Tatami 
Marian Togioka & Hiroshi 
     Togioka     Priscilla Kehoe 
Mitsuko Togioka & Hiroshi             
     Togioka      Gary Sakata  
Tokumi Morikawa, Ted 
     Yamada & Koyu Yamada   Ayako Yamada 
Helen Yamakoshi     Carole Yamakoshi &  
           Lois Yamakoshi 
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March Shotsuki Memorial 
Service 

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  

Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  

Email Pres. Vickie Nishida:  vlnishida1@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: reedleybc@gmail.com  

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Funeral Chairperson Gary  

Sakata at (559) 250-9687.   

Makuragyo Service:   

To request a service please contact Rev. Majima at  

(949) 278-0120. 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact  

RBC President, Vickie Nishida at (559) 903-0317 to check 

the availability of the Reedley Buddhist Church. Then contact 

Rev. Majima at (949) 278-0120 or at: rev.mmajima@gmail.com 

See Church contacts on page 5. 
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Camp Dharma at Keola 2026 
Reedley Buddhist Church • P.O. Box 24, Reedley, CA  93654 

February 23, 2026 

TO:  Members and Friends of the Reedley Buddhist Church 

FROM:  Judy Kobayashi & Reedley Buddhist Church 

RE:  Camp Dharma at Keola 2026 
         July 10 - 12, 2026 
         Huntington Lake 

On behalf of the Reedley Buddhist Church, we are pleased to invite you to Camp Dharma at Keola 2026.   
This will be our 4th year since starting up Camp Dharma again after an 11 year pause.  Many campers have 
said the memories have been priceless!  Our program will focus on “family” with activities for participants of 
all ages.  Camp highlights include nature crafts, hiking, fishing, games, team sports, swimming, boating, and 
the campfire with songs and S’mores!  

REGISTRATION: Please register by May 22, 2026.  The registration rate will be $168 per adult and students 
12 and over, and $164 for children ages 3 - 11.  Children ages 2 and younger are free.  If your child is a  
registered Reedley Dharma School student, he/she will be funded for $100 of his/her registration by the 
Reedley Dharma School.   

We know it is early, but we need to know if we’ll have the minimum number of campers.  Please let us know 
if you’re planning to attend by texting or emailing Judy at the number or email address below then send 
in your registration and payment by the deadline. 

In order to assign cabins and purchase supplies, we are requesting that all registration be submitted no later 
than Friday, May 22nd.  Please make checks payable to the: Reedley Buddhist Church.  Please mail forms 
and payment to:   
   Judy Kobayashi / Camp Dharma at Keola 
                                    6362 N. Selland Ave. 
                                    Fresno, CA  93711 

We will do most of our correspondence via email and all cabin assignments will be made with priority given to 
older adults or those with medical needs.  Cabin preferences will be requested at a later date.  

T-SHIRTS:  The camp t-shirts will be $5.00 each.  Please indicate your t-shirt size(s) on the registration form 
and include this fee with your payment.  We are so excited to have the opportunity to sponsor this event again.  
Participants from previous camps have so many wonderful memories of fellowship, food, and activities.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email Judy at:  jk108@sbcglobal.net 
        or reedleybc@gmail.com 
        text, call or leave a message:  (559) 281-3954 

We look forward to having you and your family sign up for this unique summer adventure!  We hope to see 
you at Huntington Lake!  Please feel free to share this with the rest of your family, former members, and close 
friends! 
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Camp Dharma at Keola 2026 
Reedley Buddhist Church • P.O. Box 24, Reedley, CA  93654 

Camp Dharma at Keola 2026 

  Name of Campers           Age (if minor)  T-shirt size       DS Student 

                                                                                     (Child - XS/S/M/L               Check if a Reedley 
                                                                                                                                                                                        Adult S/M/L/XL/XXL)       Dharma School Student 
                                           include  $5.00 per t-shirt     (subtract $100 of fees) 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

_________________________________ ____________ _____________ 

 
Address ______________________________________  City  _________________________ 

Zip Code _____________________    Email:  ______________________________________ 

Contact Numbers (cell) 1.________________________  2. ____________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name _________________________Phone # ______________________ 
(responsible party not attending Camp Dharma) 

 
NOTE:  Children 17 years of age and younger must be accompanied by a parent or responsible adult. 

WAIVER:  I hearby waive and release the Reedley Buddhist Church from any and all liability of injuries or 
illness incurred during the camp/camp activities. 

      Signature:  __________________________________ 

      Date: _______________________________________ 

     Camper Fees:  $ _________________________ 

     T-shirts:          $ __________________________ 

                                                          TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_____________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to the Reedley Buddhist Church 

Send registration and payment to:  Judy Kobayashi / Camp Dharma at Keola - 6362 N. Selland Ave.  Fresno, 
CA  93711  

All registration forms and payment must be received no later than Friday, May 22, 2026. 
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