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           June Calendar 

JUNE TOBAN:   

Church Toban: Toyotas & Nakamichis 

BWA: Group 3 - Joy Donaldson & Diane 

                             Kubota 

12 Monthly Memorial (Shotsuki) and 

     Dharma Service             10:00 am 

14 Obon Dance Practice - Conference Room   7:00 pm 

20 CCMAC Meeting on Zoom               7:00 pm 

21 Obon Dance Practice - Conference Room   7:00 pm 

22 Reedley BC Board Meeting              7:00 pm 

23 Obon Dance Practice - Conference Room   7:00 pm 

28 Obon Dance Practice - Conference Room   7:00 pm 

29 Omigaki - Altar Cleaning              6:00 pm 

JULY 

2    Reedley Obon - Food for sale            5:00 pm 

      Obon Dancing               8:00 pm 

3    Hatsubon/Obon Service            10:00 am 

 

ONLINE LINK FOR VIRTUAL SERVICES PRO-

VIDED BY CC MINISTERS: 

          GO TO:  https://twitter.com/fresno_nishi 

          to get the YouTube link for the service.   

June “Shotsuki” 

(Memorial Service) & 

Dharma Service 

Sunday, June 12, 2022 

10:00 AM 

Don’t forget…Dharma School! 
Refreshments served following the service. 

Reedley Hatsubon Service 
     We will be conducting a Reedley Buddhist Church 
HATSUBON SERVICE on Sunday, July 3, 2022 at 10:00 
AM.   We will be observing Hatsubon for those who have 
passed away since our 2021 Hatsubon Service.  Family 
members are invited to attend the service and light a lan-
tern in memory of their loved one.   

2022 Hatsubon 
JimmyYamamoto 
Jeffrey Teranishi 
Akiko Shiroyama 
Fumiko Ikemiya 

Phillip Hirata 
Shirley Yamakoshi Baskin 

     If you have a loved one who has passed away this past 
year and would like him/her to be included, please contact 
President Gary Sakata.   

OMIGAKI  

Altar Cleaning 

Wednesday, June 29, 2022 

6:00 PM 

A light dinner will be served for  

all helpers! 

    In Sympathy 
     Our deepest sympathy to the family of 

Mrs. Shirley Yamakoshi Baskin, sister of 

Ms. Lois Yamakoshi and Ms. Carole Yama-

koshi, who passed away on May 20, 2022 at 

the age of 72.   
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Mrs. Kikuyo Ikemiya - Senior Meals   $100.00 

Ms. Shizuko Taguchi - Senior Meals     100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ty Tavlan & Family - Senior 

     Meals       100.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada - Senior Meals     100.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto - Senior Meals       50.00 

Mrs. Shiz Tsutsui - Special Donation       50.00 

Ms. Nancy Doi - Special Donation       25.00 

May Memorial Service Donations 

Mrs. Shiz Kunishige       200.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Hanemoto      100.00 

Mrs. Chizuko Iwasaki       100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Yoshiki Kagawa     100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Nishinaka     100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Okamura     100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji        80.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto         50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kubota       50.00 

Ms. Amy Naito         50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida       50.00 

Mr. Don Takanishi         50.00 

Mrs. Joanne Hansen         30.00 

Mrs. Janice Munoz        30.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada        30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura       25.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada        25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi        20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata       20.00 

Mrs. Nancy Sakata        20.00 

The Takasaki Family         20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Shuzo Toyota       20.00 

Mrs. Yukiye Takayama       15.00 

June Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. & Mrs. John Nishio       50.00 

The Masumoto Family         25.00 

 Church Acknowledges Dana 

Transportation to  

Services 
     There are times when you may need transportation to 

and/or from our services.  We have some members who have 

volunteered to pick you up and/or take you home.  We only 

ask that you are vaccinated and wear a mask inside the car.  

     Please call Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687 and if no an-

swer, leave a message.  We will get back to you as soon as 

possible.  Please let us know by the day before a service so 

we can make arrangements.  Thanks! 

Reedley Obon Dance Practices 

     All practices in Reedley will be in the conference 

room at 7:00 PM on the following dates:  

             Tues., June 14, 2022 

  Tues., June 21, 2022 

   Thurs., June 23, 2022 

   Tues., June 28, 2022 

If you are unable to attend practice in Reedley, you 

are also invited to attend the practices in Fresno. 

(see below for the dates)  Reedley’s practices will be 

led by Lynn Kurumaji & Karen Sakata. 

Don’t forget:  kachi-kachis, round fan, & ribbon 

sticks.  (Ribbon sticks will be available to purchase)   

 

  PLEASE COME OUT AND JOIN US! 

Fresno Betsuin Dance Practices 
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Teaching Jodo Shinshu for the 

next 79 years so that there will be 

Jodo Shinshu in the 22nd Century 

     Hello all Central California Nishi 

Hongwanji Sangha friends! I wrote “Spring has come” in the 

April newsletter but now I need to say Summer has come! We 

are already experiencing over 90-degree days, and some CC 

temple and churches are heading toward the Obon season! 

Please keep drinking water to avoid dehydration. 

     Since becoming a minister in 2001, I have always been 

thinking about how I can introduce Jodo Shinshu teaching to 

newer and younger generations. Soon after I received my first 

ministerial assignment to Sacramento Betsuin, I began a 

weekly Adult Study Class at the Betsuin. I was informed by 

their board that I was the first minister to host a weekly Study 

Class there. During my ministry in Sacramento, I hosted the 

class for 5 years and many non-members participated in these 

classes. In 2009, I moved to Virginia for another assignment. 

The Jodo Shinshu temple in Virginia had a very diverse ethnic 

Sangha community. Japanese Americans are the majority 

(sometime 80-90%) of temple members at most of Jodo 

Shinshu temples in the U.S. At the Temple in Virginia, Ekoji 

had only about (or less than) 10% of Japanese American mem-

bership. Although Jodo Shinshu Temples in the US (BCA) is a 

well-known amongst Japanese American society, Jodo Shinshu 

is almost unknown to people who are outside of the society. So, 

I started working for the local county government as a Com-

munity Chaplain, to make local people aware of the presence 

of Jodo Shinshu Teachings available in Virginia and the great-

er metropolitan area of Washington D.C. Since Ekoji temple is 

in the forest and rural area, I could not just wait at the temple 

to greet people for a visit (lucky if only a few people visited in 

one month) or study Buddhism at the temple. I applied to be-

come a campus chaplain at George Mason University and 

started teaching an Introduction to Buddhism class and found-

ed the Buddhist Club, for weekly Discussion and Meditation 

sessions. That was not enough to grow the number of Jodo 

Shinshu members and students in the non-Japanese American 

society, so I started teaching Jodo Shinshu and Introduction to 

Buddhism at different schools and organizations, such as 

Georgetown University, George Washington University, Amer-

ican University, and Virginia State Public School Teachers’ 

Association, which includes several sessions at the Rayburn 

House Office Building for members of Congress. I was working 

so hard in the D.C. metropolitan area to promote Jodo Shinshu 

Buddhism, and so one of the members of Congress offered me 

the opportunity to become a Chaplain at the National Institute 

of Health, although I kindly declined the offer! As the inten-

sive effort for promotion of Jodo Shinshu, Ekoji gained more 

participation of the local people.  

     Some of our CC Sangha members may wonder that why I 

do many community activities here in Central Cal such as  

Message from Rev. Nakata 
the Homelessness project, participation in the Mayor’s Inter-

faith Cabinet and delivering the Invocation at the City Coun-

cil meeting. The main reason is that it is good for our society, 

and the second reason is to promote the presence of Jodo 

Shinshu here in Central Cal. As I mentioned, Jodo Shinshu 

is well-known among the Central Cal Japanese American 

society, but the reality is that most Central Cal residents 

do not know us. So, I often go out to help our local commu-

nities and hope that people will recognize our existence. Oth-

erwise, even people who live only few blocks from our CC 

churches may not know our churches’ existence. Many of you 

may think Ministers are only busy on weekends, but that is 

not true. We do many things during the week to promote our 

teachings. I’ve experienced that the weekend lively Buddhist 

activities are the result of the weekday promotions of Bud-

dhism. 

     How and where did you celebrate the year 2001? In 2001, 

I was in Kyoto and was busy finishing my Kaikyoshi training 

for the oversea deployment at the International Department 

of Nishi Hongwanji. While I was receiving training, I was 

working at a private high school as a math teacher. Though I 

really enjoyed teaching math, I was also very interested in 

sharing Buddhist teachings. At that time, my primary inter-

est was the adult Dharma discussion, and not so much youth 

Buddhist education. But after our first child Kanon was born 

in 2008, I changed my mind and started thinking about the 

importance of youth education. There is a reason for that. 

When I moved to Sacramento, I attended Sacramento City 

College and took English classes. There were some mission-

aries, and they were trying to persuade or convert young 

students to their faith or belief. I was strong enough to say 

NO, but some students were joining their pizza parties or 

dancing clubs. Later, these students started talking about 

their new religion. 

     Since then, I made an extra effort to youth education, not 

only Dharma School, but also Buddhist education in Scouts 

such as Sangha, Padma, Metta Award Classes. I have 

trained some of our middle school and high school students. 

They learned Jodo Shinshu ritual so when they go to college, 

they can start their own Buddhist club to maintain their 

appreciation for life through Jodo Shinshu. Many CC tem-

ples and churches are facing difficulties in increasing Dhar-

ma School attendance. I plan to promote youth Buddhist 

education in the local society so that children who have nev-

er heard of Buddhism may start joining our Dharma School 

program. 

     800 years has passed since Jodo Shinshu Nishi Hongwan-

ji has founded. It was possible to maintain for so many cen-

turies due to the help and support of the Sangha supporters. 

I am sure that if we continue helping and supporting this 

wonderful teaching, Jodo Shinshu will remain like how it 

has been remained for last 800 years. If we continue to teach 

Jodo Shinshu to our children, even though I will no longer be 

here, Sangha friends in the 22nd century will continue appre-

ciate what I appreciate now, and I will continue living in 

their expression of Namo Amida Butsu. Gassho. 
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Message from Rev. Nakagawa The Seven Masters of Jōdo-Shinshū, receiving the true spirit of 

Mahāyāna Buddhism, correctly interpreted the Nenbutsu teach-

ings of the un-conditional during their lifetime.  

     Our founder, Shinran Shōnin, expressed such an ultimate 

virtue of Mahāyāna Dharma in the “Kyō-gyō-shin-shō”.  

     Being taught and guided by Shinran Shōnin, I am able to 

hear the true and real Teaching and become a true human being 

empathized by the Great Compassion of Śākyamuni Buddha.    

     As I reflect with gratitude on the benevolence of the Buddha, 

the many teachers, and friends in Dharma who help to guide my 

way, a feeling of thankfulness grows.  

     I am certain to attain Buddhahood in the state of perfect 

peace and utmost bliss through the Nenbutsu.  

 

     Today, on the occasion of the Enshrine Service of the Cen-

tral Object of Reverence, the members and friends in Dharma of 

the Nishi-Honganji Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple have gath-

ered here before this skillfully expressed image of Namu-

Amitābha to be reminded of the Buddha's Teachings and to 

express their gratitude to the immeasurable Wisdom and Com-

passion. 

     Thus, I, the eighth Rinban of the Nishi-Honganji Fresno Bet-

suin Buddhist Temple, Reverend Kakei Nakagawa, deputized 

by the Monshu, the Lord Bishop Ohtani Kojun, reverently an-

nounce the Pronouncement of the Purpose to this service. 

     Finding myself within the words of the True and real Dhar-

ma, and being allowed to live within boundless Life which I 

have received, embraced by the Tathāgata's Great Compassion, 

I live peacefully each day.  

     Respectfully and with sincerity I express and celebrate my 

joy in the profound benefit of receiving the Noble Teachings.     

     With our hearts and minds bent in deep gratitude, we express 

our joy and simple thankfulness to Shinran Shōnin, our innu-

merable Nenbutsu teachers, and to all beings with which we are 

connected.  

     May we all truly reflect with gratitude and humility on that 

which we have been allowed to receive through the Teachings 

of the Buddha.  

     May we always endeavor to listen intently with our fellow 

beings to the Summoning Voice of the Buddha, and together as 

one family be assembled in the State of Enlightenment.  

     With a radiant Boundless Mind, may we each regard all liv-

ing beings with loving kindness without limit. 

     We vow to always be reminded of Buddha’s awakening 

prayer for the world and we will never fail to share the 

Nenbutsu, and that we will never neglect to do so. 

     May we all strive to listen to the Dharma and keep the Path, 

and may we all live joyous days of fulfilled Dharma.  

 

I respectfully submit the purpose to this service. 

                   Reverend Kakei Nakagawa, Rinban 

Congratulations 

     It was my great pleasure to officiate the Opening 
Service of the new 'Hondo’, the main Dōjō of 
Nenbutsu of the Central California Nishi-Honganji 
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple. 
     Since 1902, when the first Hondo was constructed on Kern 
Street in Fresno, the Fresno Betsuin has served as the core of the 
Central California Buddhist activities for nearly 120 years. The 
original Hondo was destroyed by fire in 1919, but the Issei and 
young Nisei rebuilt a new Hondo the following year in 1920, and 
for almost 100 years thereafter, the unique three-story reinforced 
concrete building of the Euro/Japanese eclectic style in down-
town Fresno, California, served as a symbol of the Japanese 
American community. 
     However, in the 1980s, the reality of blight in the southern 
part of Fresno City began to set in. In the 1990s, it became diffi-
cult to safely operate the service in the temple, and the relocation 
of the temple site was seriously discussed.  As a result of fre-
quent meetings by the successive Rinbans and the members, a 
major project was proposed and carried out to relocate the entire 
facility to the current location on East Alluvial Avenue in north-
ern Fresno. 
     Although the plan seemed to be on track at first, the path to 
immediate realization has become more difficult since the 2000s, 
mainly due to changes in the global economic structure and a 
variety of other circumstances. That we all know. 
     Today, the long-cherished wish of all the members of the 
Sangha, including successive presidents, has finally been real-
ized after almost three decades. I am pleased to report that we 
were able to raise the enormous amount of funds to cover the 
total construction costs and solemnly hold today's Enshrinement 
Service with the beauty of the new main hall and new Buddhist 
altar fittings. 
     This was made possible by the virtues of the Buddha and the 
extraordinary efforts of successive ministers, but it would not 
have been possible without the extraordinary devotion of all the 
members of the Fresno Betsuin. We should all congratulate them 
on this achievement. 
     I am now reminded of the faces of the many Dharma friends 
who passed away before seeing the completion of the new, beau-
tiful Hondo.  Their dedication will surely be rewarded. I have no 
doubt that their precious causes will be the driving force to keep 
the wheel of Dharma turning at the Fresno Betsuin Buddhist 
Temple, and that Buddha-dharma will continue to flourish for 
the benefit of all sentient beings. 

Hyōbyaku the Pronouncement of the Purpose to the Opening 

Service. 

     I respectfully address the Śākyamuni Buddha's workings of 

Immeasurable Wisdom and limitless kindness by voicing with 

Namu-Amitabha which extends to this day. 

     When I humbly reflect upon the past, I realize that Śākyamuni 

Buddha's Amitābha in order to liberate all sentient beings from 

their ignorance and delusion, fulfilled the primal Vow and trans-

ferred great merit. 

     Śākyamuni Buddha explained the Primal Vow caused by 

Buddha-nature to show us the purpose of his appearance in this 

world. 



 

 

     The June Monthly Memorial Service will be con-
ducted IN-PERSON on Sunday, June 12, 2022 at 
10:00 AM.  Families and friends are asked to attend 
and gassho. The deceased and seshu (observant) for 
June are as follows: 
 
DECEASED:           SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Fujiye Mukai   Mitchell Abe 
Kiyoshi Aoki   Hitoshi Aoki 
Kikuko Kawakami  Betty Aoki 
Fred Minoru Masumoto Evelyn Asato 
Chiyo Haraguchi   Hatsuko Hanashiro 
Ayako Emily Sakamoto & 
   Yukio Sakamoto  Darlene Hashimoto 
Ben Tsutomu Hatakeda & 
   Hazuye Hatakeda  Misa Hatakeda 
Frank Hirata & Irene Shizuye 
   Tamura   Art Hirata 
Asakichi Hosaka & Jisaku 
    Mukai   Todd Hosaka 
Edith Shizuye Maeda,   
    Kazuo Ibara & Irene 
    Nakashiki   Eloise Ibara 
Michiko Ikeda &  
     Kiyomi Takahashi  Amy Naito 
Hisao Tamaki   Robert Ikemiya 
Jack Noburo Ota  Susan Ikemiya 
Tsuneichi Ishida  Dale Ishida 
Emiko Matsuno  Iris Justesen 
Arakichi Kimura  Karen Sakata 
Sanpei Ito & Helen Kimura Sandra Shinkawa 
Harakichi Konishi  Nagiko Konishi 
Yoshiye Kubota  & 
   Michiko Yoneta  Ben Kubota 
Kanichi Kunishige  Mas Kunishige 
Sanatsu Miyamoto  Michio Miyamoto 
John Jun Morita  Lynn Kurumaji 
Ben Tsutomu Nakagawa Midori Iwasaki 
Tom Nakamichi  Danny Nakamichi 
George Nishi &    
     Takematsu Nishi   Alice Nakamura 
Asako Nakamura  Harvey Nakamura 
Midori Nishida   Larry Nishida 
Yasuki Kitaoka   Midori Nishijima 
Sode Sakuragi & George  
Choji Okamura   Dale Okamura 
Setsuo Okino, Yaino Okino, 
   Shintaro Okino, &  
   Masayuki Okino  Fujiye Okino 
 
                                             Continued in next column 
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June Monthly Memorial Cont. 

DECEASED:         SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Shigeto Omachi, & Shizue  
   Omachi   Kathleen Omachi  
Susumu Sasaki   Lynette Sasaki 
Sukeichi Sasaki & Torayo 
   Sasaki         Shirow Sasaki &  
           Satoshi Sasaki 
Kikutaro Shimizu  Teruko Shibata 
Toyotaka Shitanishi  Tom Shitanishi 
Jerry Sunamoto   Kenneth Sunamoto 
Shigetaro Takasaki & Nobu 
   Takasaki       Yukiye Takayama 
Kimiye Tanizaki    Cathy Tanizaki Zachry 
Hikoso Tatami    Arthur Tatami 
Shizuko Kimoto   Amy Tsuji  

June Monthly  
Memorial Service 

Contact Number for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mr. Gary Sakata 

             Phone:  (559) 250-9687 

Funeral Committee Chair: Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

             Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office - Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054  (call 

 to request a minister or schedule a family service in Reedley 

after contacting Reedley president for church availability) 

Rev. Nakagawa: (urgent for Makuragyo)  (559) 970-7652 

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  
Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  
Email Pres. Gary Sakata:  kgsakata@verizon.net 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: reedleybc@gmail.com  

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Funeral Chairperson & Church 

President, Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687  

Makuragyo Service:   

During the week contact the Fresno Betsuin Office (442-

4054) or Rev. Nakagawa on weekdays or weekends directly 

(970-7652). 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact 

the RBC President to check the availability of the Reedley 

Church. Then contact Lee Osaki at  the Fresno Betsuin 

(442-4054)  to schedule the service. Fresno Betsuin office 

hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday.  Return 

call to Church President to confirm date and time. 

For services at family home:  Family will contact Lee  

Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin office to arrange for a minister.   
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Reedley BWA YARD SALE 
 Save the Date! - October 15, 2022 

Start cleaning out those closets and garages!  Due to lack 
of space, we will not be able to accept any items until  

October 11th & 12th   
Furniture, bedding, kitchenware, electronics,  
antiques, games, appliances, baby items, children’s  

clothing, etc. 


