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%} ApI‘ll Calendar 066 66 HANAMATSURI SERVICE & LUNCHEON
— Sunday, April 5, 2026
4 Hanamido Construction 2:00 PM N2
10:00 Am wgs,,
5 Hanamatsuri Service & Luncheon 10:00 AM !
Lunch will be served following the service.
10 Obon Odori Practice - Conference Room 6:30 PM
APRIL SHOTSUKI MEMORIAL SERVICE &
12 April Shotsuki Memorial Service & FAMILY DHARMA SERVICE
Family Dharma Service 10:00 AM
) ) ) Sunday, April 12, 2026
Rev. George Shibata Memorial Service 11:00 AM
Luncheon to follow. 10:00 AM
14 Obon Odori Practice 6:30 PM MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
16 90th Anniversary Meeting 6:00 PM Ab i n M P
Reedley BC Board Meeting 7:00 PM BUndaysiApEili2,iZ026
18 FDSTL Conference - Fresno Family 11:00 AM
Dharma Center All Day A luncheon will be held following the
24 90th Anniversary Prep 6:00 PM LTARL5
95 Reedley Buddhist Church 90th Please see details for the service on

Anniversary Celebration 8:00 AM
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N Flowers Needed for Hanamido!

A
v If you have flowers in your garden or can

purchase a bunch or two, we can use them!

Please bring them by the conference room on Sat-

urday, April 4th at 1:00 - 2:00 PM.

Welcome new member Mrs. Joyce (Tnn)
Mebed to Reedley Buddhist Church!

We’d love for you to join us for a weekend of camping in the
beautiful Sierras on the shore of Huntington Lake! See

2026 CAMP DHARMA AT KEOLA
July 10 - 12, 2026

pages 8 & 9 for details and a registration form!

APRIL TOBAN:
Church Toban: K. Ikemiya, Nishida,

Sakata, Kurumaji, Tavlan

BWA: Group 2: Kathy Nishinaka

<

Ret /é&mme@mq i bl

For those of you attending the Reedley Buddhist
Church 90th Anniversary on Saturday, April 25, 2026,
the schedule is as follows:

8:00 AM  Registration begins
Continental Breakfast

9:00 AM  Celebration Photo P *
£ N
9:30 AM  Chigo Parade 3‘*&’

v’

10:00 AM  Service

11:15 AM  Affirmation Service
11:30 AM  Break

12:00 PM  Banquet in Social Hall
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
FOR

REV. GEORGE EISHIN
SHIBATA

APRIL 13, 1938 ~ JANUARY 28, 2026

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026
11:00 AM
REEDLEY BUDDHIST CHURCH

2035 15TH STREET
REEDLEY, CA 93654

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A
LUNCHEON FOLLOWING THE
SERVICE.

IF YOU PLAN TO GIVE KODEN, CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE

TO: REV. CANDICE SHIBATA AND SHE WILL MAKE SURE

CARDS AND KODEN WILL GET TO MRS. YASUKO SHIBATA
IN JAPAN.

APRIL 2026
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WMessage from Rev. Majivha

Hanamatsuri: A Celebration of
Birth and Awakening

Each spring, Buddhist temples throughout

the world observe Hanamatsuri, the Flower Festival, com-
memorating the birth of Siddhartha Gautama, the historical
Buddha. On April 8, altars are adorned with flowers, and a
small statue of the infant Buddha is placed within a flower-
decorated pavilion. Participants gently pour sweet tea over
the statue, recalling the tradition that sweet rain fell from
the heavens at the time of his birth.

According to Buddhist scriptures, when the Buddha was
born, the Sorrowless Flower (asoka) bloomed all at once.
The name itself - “Sorrowless Flower” - is deeply symbol-
ic. It suggests that the Buddha’s birth was not merely the
arrival of an extraordinary individual, but the opening of a
path through which human suffering may be understood
and ultimately transformed.

The scriptures also tell us that gentle rain fell from the
heavens at that moment. In the Jiiseige, we find poetic ex-
pressions describing wondrous flowers raining down from
the sky, as if the whole world were celebrating the Bud-
dha’s birth. These images convey the compassionate work-
ing that nurtures all beings. Just as rain nourishes the earth
and allows flowers to bloom, the Buddha’s teaching reach-
es all people, supporting and sustaining life.

At first glance, Hanamatsuri may appear to be a simple
birthday celebration. Yet, in the Buddhist tradition, it car-
ries a deeper meaning. The birth of the Buddha is not only
an event of the distant past; it is an invitation for us to re-
flect upon the meaning of our own birth.

In our daily lives, we are often preoccupied with responsi-
bilities, expectations, and concerns. Rarely do we pause to
ask a fundamental question: Why have we been given this
life? Hanamatsuri offers us a moment to step back and re-
consider the significance of our existence.

Each of us is born into this world supported by countless
causes and conditions. Our lives do not exist independently
and are sustained by an immeasurable network of connec-
tions - family, community, and the many unseen conditions
that make our existence possible. In this way, Hanamatsuri
reminds us that every life is precious, unique, and deeply
interconnected.

The act of pouring sweet tea, then, becomes more than a
ritual. It is a quiet expression of gratitude—for life itself,
for the people who support us, and for the teachings that
guide us. We are reminded that awakening does not arise
from our own efforts and unfolds through causes and con-
ditions as the compassionate working of Amida becomes
manifest in our lives. In encountering this teaching, we
begin to see our lives not as isolated struggles, as part of a
greater embrace.

Continued in next column

The blooming of the Sorrowless Flower and the falling of
sweet rain together express a profound message: that
within this world of suffering, there is also the working
that embraces and transforms it.

Hanamatsuri gently calls us to awaken—not in some dis-
tant future, but here, in the midst of our everyday lives.
To recognize the gift of birth, to live with gratitude, and
to share kindness with others: this is the true spirit of the
Flower Festival.

Namo Amida Butsu.

The Day the Flowers Celebrated
(for students)

A long time ago, in a beautiful gar-
den in India, a baby was born. This
baby would grow up to become the
Buddha, a teacher who showed peo- ,
ple how to live with kindness and wis- 7 - / igf]
dom. o

It is said that when the baby was born, some-
thing very special happened. The sky became
bright, flowers bloomed everywhere, and gentle
sweet rain fell from above. It was as if the whole
world was celebrating.

Today, we remember this day as
Hanamatsuri, the Flower Festival.

At the temple, you may see a small

~#= statue of the baby Buddha standing in
i1 a little flower house. One hand points
up to the sky, and the other points

. down to the earth. This shows that

'w every life is special and important.

We pour sweet tea over the statue

to remember the sweet rain that welcomed the
Buddha into the world. But it is also a way to say
“thank you” — for our own lives.

Think about it: You were
born into this world, just like
the Buddha. You are here ?\
because many people care fl/\f S
for you — your family, your 2
friends, and your teachers.

Hanamatsuri is a happy day, but it is also a
day to remember something very important:
Each of us has a precious life.

So today, let’s celebrate by being kind, help-
ing others, and saying “thank you.”

Just like the flowers blooming in spring, we
can make the world a little brighter.

‘~§ﬂ Y
ey foros]
- :

Namo Amida Butsu
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Message from Rev. Majima
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Church Acknowledges Dana {7z

Mrs. Yasuko Shibata & Family
In Memory of Rev. George E. Shibata $1,000.00

The Family of Harry & Kiyoko Inn
In Memory of Mrs. Kiyoko Inn 900.00

Rose Kuramoto
In Memory of Mrs. Kiyoko Inn 30.00

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji
Senior Meals Donation 100.00

Mr. Stanley Hirahara
Senior Meals Donation 100.00

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Tahara
In Memory of Rev. George Shibata 100.00

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto
Senior Meals Donation 50.00

Mrs. Shiz Tsutsui
Senior Meals Donation 40.00

March Shotsuki Memorial Service Donations

Mrs. Joy Donaldson

In Memory of Joe Fujii & Clara Fujii 100.00
Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji

In Memory of Gunzo Miyamoto, Chiyono

Miyamoto, Shigeku Sally Nakata, James

Akira Miyamoto, Chohei Morita, Jiro

Morita, & Rui Takeuchi 100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura

In Memory of Yoshimi Takasugi, & Baby

Okamura 100.00
Mrs. Kagumi Persall

In Memory of Nagiko Konishi & Sandra

Konishi 100.00
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Sasaki

In Memory of Fujiko Sasaki & Jim Sasaki

(December) 100.00
The Family of Hideo & Kimiko Shiine
In Memory of Toyo Shiine 100.00

Ms. Shizuko Taguchi
In Memory of Nobuko Taguchi, John
Taguchi, Akiko Taguchi, & Michiko

Taguchi 100.00
Ms. Lois Yamakoshi
In Memory of Helen Yamakoshi 100.00

The Family of Harry & Kiyoko Inn
In Memory of Tsuchiyo Tsudama &

Harry Inn (February) 75.00
Ms. Carole Yamakoshi

In Memory of Helen Yamakoshi 75.00
Asami/Garrigus Families

In Memory of Yoneichi Asami 50.00

Continued in next column

March Shotsuki Memorial Service Donations

Cont.
Mr. Stanley Hirahara
In Memory of Shigeo Hirahara & Phoebe
Hirahara
Mrs. Sue Kawamoto
In Memory of Miyeko Kamikawa, Miyo
Yamasaki, & Haruye Nakata
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi
In Memory of Masako Kobayashi
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi
In Memory of Toshiye Nakamichi
Mr. & Mrs. Hideki Otani
In Memory of Ura Otani
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Ueda
In Memory of Yasuye Nishida
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida

$ 50.00

50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00

50.00

In Memory of Yasuye Nishida, Jimmy Sssaki,

& Masako Kobayashi
Dr. & Mrs. Glenn Hamaoka

40.00

In Memory of Tom Takayama & Haruko Oda 30.00

Mr. Alan Kubota
In Memory of Fumiko Kubo
The Family of Masato & Miyoko Kunishige
In Memory of Miyoko Kunishige
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata
In Memory of Mitsuko Togioka, Hiroshi
Togioka, & Jisaburo Kawasaki
The Sugai Family/Mrs. Janet Quiroz
In Memory of Ken Sugai
The Masumoto Family
In Memory of Faye Fumiyo Masumoto
Mrs. Linda Doi
In Memory of Ken Sugai
Mr. Ben Nobuhiro
In Memory of Toyo Shiine
Mr. Kenneth Sunamoto & Family
In Memory of Toyo Shiine

Mr. Arthur Hirata
In Memory of Bill Hirata (February)

Mr. Arthur Hirata
In Memory of Mary Hirata (December)

30.00

30.00

30.00

30.00

25.00

25.00

25.00

20.00

100.00

100.00

Reedley BWA Acknowledges Dana

Mrs. Yaskuko Shibata & Family
In Memory of Rev. George E. Shibata

$750.00

Reedley Dharma School

Acknowledges Dana

Mrs. Yaskuko Shibata & Family
In Memory of Rev. George E. Shibata

$750.00
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RO 18th Annual Crab Feed & Silent
Auction

The 18th Annual Crab Feed & Silent
Auction Committee wishes to thank all members
and friends who helped with preparations, dona-
tions, and manpower to successfully create a fun and
enjoyable evening for many! The attendees were
very generous with their bids in the Silent Auction
and Dessert Auction! A special thank you to Mr.
Hideki Otani for his donation of rice and shoyu,
and Ms. Amy Naito for her donation of SPAM.
THANK YOU! Save the date for 2027... Satur-
day, March 13, 2027!

Since we've changed our Obon Festival to a
“cooler” May 16th, we also have to move our Obon
Odori dance practices to April and May! Thank
you to Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji for leading our dance
practices once again with the assistance of Mrs.
Karen Sakata.

Dance practices are as follows in the RBC
conference room.

Friday, April 10 6:30 PM
Tuesday, April 14 6:30 PM
Tuesday, May 5 6:30 PM
Friday, May 8 6:30 PM
Tuesday, May 12 6:30 PM

Obon dates for Central Cal: Reedley - May 16,
Kingsburg - May 23, Fresno - May 30, Visalia -
June 27, Fowler - July 11, & Parlier - July 18.
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April Shotsuki Memorial
Service

The April Shotsuki Memorial Service will be con-
ducted on Sunday, April 12,2026 at 10:00 AM.
Families and friends are asked to attend and gassho.
The deceased and seshu (observant) for April are as

follows:

DECEASED:

George Kikuo Harada

Yietaro Antoku

Kitaro Asakawa &
Mari Miyasaki

Isamu Hara

Yoneko Hatanaka

Bill Hirata & Richard
Yoshito Hirata

Roger Hiyama

George Masanori Hosaka
Akira Shimizu
-Setsuko Kimura

Shigeo Naito, Mitsuharu
Naito & Mume Kawasaki

Shizuko Nakata

Fumiko Yamamoto

Charles Kiyoshi Iwasaki

Sadame Iwasaki

Kiyoshi Kawamoto

Sakano Ito

Tadato Kubota

Elsie Morita

Michiko Miyamoto

Tomo Nakagawa

Jo Nishida

Kazume Hanemoto

Tokino Kubo

Fujiye Okino

Kazuo Jim Omori

Tom Minoru Sakata

Douglas Sasaki

Joan Masae Sasaki

Kimiko Shiine & Hideo
Shiine

Kenneth Takeo Suemoto

SESHU:(OBSERVANT)

Mark Abe
Kay Antoku

Lisa (Hatakeda) Lo
Rich Hara
Irene Hatanaka

Art Hirata

Denise Hiyama &
Teri Kido

Todd Hosaka

Eloise Ibara

Karen Sakata &
Kevin Kimura

Amy Naito

Kenneth Tkemiya

Chizuko Iwasaki

Larry Iwasaki

Amy Naito

Sue Kawamoto

Craig Ito

Ben Kubota

Lynn Kurumaji

Michio Miyamoto

Midori Iwasaki

Julia Ueda & Larry
Nishida

Ben Nobuhiro &
Harvey Hanemoto

Kathleen Omachi

Cheryl Miyakawa

Omori Family

Gary Sakata

Paul Sasaki

Lynette Sasaki

Kenneth Sunamoto,
Tracy Sunamoto, &
Kasey Sunamoto

Donna Suemoto

Continued in next column

April Monthly Memorial Cont.

DECEASED: SESHU:(OBSERVANT)
MinoruY okota & Chiye
Yokota Janet Quiroz & Linda
Doi
Tomokichi Sunamoto Kenneth Sunamoto &
Kathy Hamada
Kazuko Taguchi Shizuko Taguchi
Toshiyuki Takasaki &
Chisako Betty Matoba Yukiye Takayama
Haruko Tsuboi Margo Toyota
Suye Tsuji George Tsuji
Bruce Uyeda Rachel Uyeda
Mary Wada Greg Wada
Ai Fujiwara & Koichi Wada Ayako Yamada
Mitsuko Hashimoto, Kinu
Yamagata, & Hiroshi
Kawasaki Ellen Yamada

April showers
My flowers

e | “‘\) \ﬁ \W\

A

Contact Numbers for Church Business

Reedley Church Phone: (559) 638-2146
Church President: Mrs. Vickie Nishida
Phone: (5659) 903-0317
Funeral Committee Chair: Mr. Gary Sakata at:
Phone: (5659) 250-9687
Fresno Betsuin Office: Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054

Procedures for Requesting a Minister
Funerals:
The family will contact the Funeral Chairperson Gary
Sakata at (559) 250-9687.
Makuragyo Service:
To request a service please contact Rev. Majima at
(949) 278-0120.
Family Memorial Service:
For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church: Contact
RBC President, Vickie Nishida at (559) 903-0317 to check
the availability of the Reedley Buddhist Church. Then contact
Rev. Majima at (949) 278-0120 or at: rev.mmajima@gmail.com

Reedley Buddhist Church
2035 |I5th Street - P.O. Box 24

Reedley, CA 93654
Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146

Website: http://www.reedleybc.org
Email Pres. Vickie Nishida: vInishidal @gmail.com

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: reedleybc@gmail.com
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February 23, 2026
TO: Members and Friends of the Reedley Buddhist Church
FROM: Judy Kobayashi & Reedley Buddhist Church

RE: Camp Dharma at Keola 2026
July 10 - 12, 2026
Huntington Lake

On behalf of the Reedley Buddhist Church, we are pleased to invite you to Camp Dharma at Keola 2026.
This will be our 4th year since starting up Camp Dharma again after an 11 year pause. Many campers have
said the memories have been priceless! Our program will focus on “family” with activities for participants of
all ages. Camp highlights include nature crafts, hiking, fishing, games, team sports, swimming, boating, and
the campfire with songs and S’mores!

REGISTRATION: Please register by May 22, 2026. The registration rate will be $168 per adult and students
12 and over, and $164 for children ages 3 - 11. Children ages 2 and younger are free. If your child is a
registered Reedley Dharma School student, he/she will be funded for $100 of his/her registration by the
Reedley Dharma School.

We know it is early, but we need to know if we’ll have the minimum number of campers. Please let us know
if you’re planning to attend by texting or emailing Judy at the number or email address below then send
in your registration and payment by the deadline.

In order to assign cabins and purchase supplies, we are requesting that all registration be submitted no later
than Friday, May 22nd. Please make checks payable to the: Reedley Buddhist Church. Please mail forms
and payment to:

Judy Kobayashi / Camp Dharma at Keola
6362 N. Selland Ave.
Fresno, CA 93711

We will do most of our correspondence via email and all cabin assignments will be made with priority given to
older adults or those with medical needs. Cabin preferences will be requested at a later date.

T-SHIRTS: The camp t-shirts will be $5.00 each. Please indicate your t-shirt size(s) on the registration form
and include this fee with your payment. We are so excited to have the opportunity to sponsor this event again.
Participants from previous camps have so many wonderful memories of fellowship, food, and activities.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email Judy at: jk108@sbcglobal.net
or reedleybc@gmail.com
text, call or leave a message: (559) 281-3954

We look forward to having you and your family sign up for this unique summer adventure! We hope to see
you at Huntington Lake! Please feel free to share this with the rest of your family, former members, and close
friends!
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Camp Dharma at Keola 2026
Name of Campers Age (if minor) T-shirt size DS Student
(Child - XS/S/M/L Check if a Reedley

Adult S/M/L/XL/XXL) Dharma School Student
include $5.00 per t-shirt  (subtract $100 of fees)

O OoOodn

Address City

Zip Code Email:

Contact Numbers (cell) 1. 2.
Emergency Contact Name Phone #

(responsible party not attending Camp Dharma)

NOTE: Children 17 years of age and younger must be accompanied by a parent or responsible adult.

WAIVER: [ hearby waive and release the Reedley Buddhist Church from any and all liability of injuries or
illness incurred during the camp/camp activities.

Signature:

Date:

Camper Fees: $
T-shirts: $
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: §

Please make checks payable to the Reedley Buddhist Church

Send registration and payment to: Judy Kobayashi / Camp Dharma at Keola - 6362 N. Selland Ave. Fresno,
CA 93711

All registration forms and payment must be received no later than Friday, May 22, 2026.
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Omigaki Altar

Cleaning

A small but mighty crew got together
to clean the altar implements on
Wednesday, March 18th. Taking down
all the parts of the altar, cleaning & pol-
ishing the pieces, and reassembling and
hanging the lanterns are truly a huge
task, but with help, they were finished
quickly.

Thank you to Papa Murphy’s Piz-
za, Cheryl & Jimmy Miyakawa, for
providing pizzas for the dinner after-
wards. Thank you to Joy Donaldson for
the salad and Vickie Nishida & Judy
Kobayashi for providing desserts.

| AM AN AMERICAN

NISEI SOLDIER EXPERIENCE TRAVELING EXHIBIT

* |Natlonal
2 |Veterans
wiNeiwork

' Q‘"‘?s TS
w) JAPANESE mzmu i
pom Qﬂff" ﬂM &{M @ m:lzl—:ﬂﬁ LEAGUE
Wednesday, April 29, 2026
7:30 AM - 7:30 pm
$45 (incl. bus trip und bento lunch)

B s
T :

RESERVE YOUH SEA

Complimentary seats for Nisei veterans and spouses of Nisel veterans

Bus departs from parking lots at 5 River Park Place West

act: Dale lkeda

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA NIKKEI FOUNDATION

Bring Your Papers
to Shred and
Support a Great
Cause!

Shredding Community Service and Fundraiser

Saturday, April 4, 2026
9am to 12 noon

Securely dispose of personal documents, tax papers,
Hardback and Paperback Books

Limited to 20 Banker Sized Boxes per car
Cost: $15 per Banker Sized Box
Check (payable to CCNF) or Cash Only

Event will be Drive-Thru only
Boxes will be emptied from your trunk/tailgate and returned

Held at Vintage Gardens ~ 540 S. Peach Ave., Fresno
Questions? Contact Susan Hayashi: call 325-1457 or text 906-8540

Seniors who cannot drive to the event, call Susan by March 23
and arrange for pick-up.
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Fresno Buddhist Church invites you to our Thirtieth Annual

Hawaiian Plate Dinner
Saturday, April 11, 2026
2pmto 5 pm

Plate Dinner
Chicken Katsu, Rice, Hawaiian Potato/ Macaroni Salad,
Tsukemono Salad & Dessert

Donaton: $22.00

Fresno Betsuin Family Dharma Center - 2690 E. Alluvial, Fresno 93720

Llenn ard Sherian Hamamio have been abaol utely instrumental i
developing and perfecting the Hawasian Plate Dinner into one of the wp three
Fresno Betsuin fundraising events.  With their retirement, they have left us with a
sirong base of  community leaders 1o continee producing this anique chicken
katsu and Hawaiian potato/macarond salad entree.

Proceeds from our fundraicer will will continee 1o fund operations of the aew

termple and Family Dhatma Center Please continuwe (o support this simple but
delicsus dinper.

Lee Osaks will be handling all ticket sales. Please direct any ticket related questions to Lee:
[559) 442-4054 or losaki@resnobuddhistemple org

For general questions, please contact Gordon Misaki:
(559) 313-B833 or glmmmiski@comcast net

Order Form
Mame{s)
Address
City Zip Phuome
Flease make check payable 1o Freeno Boddhist Charch
Dinner Tidets: $22 x - Retern foren & payment by Friday, April 3
R’H‘TL:' I- 'Ji:l'lf ﬁq 9 2550 E .‘I.l.lu'.'l-l] Ave, Fresno A 937 M)
11 (o . = -
Dlomrtion: - Your dinger thckers will be mailed 1o you

For ticket info or questions, contact Lee ai
Tofal Enclosed = (5591 442-4054 ar bosaki@fresnobod dhisttemgple org




FRESNO BUDDHIST TEMPLE

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Vi

4 D

May 2, 2026 " Madera Municipal
Golf Course

1:00pm 23200 Ave 17
Shotgun Stakt Madera 93637

A L

4-Player Scramble
$170 per'péerson

Donation & Sponsership O ppertunities register here:
Available s

F j =

Information: Dean Nishijima
(559) 917-8573
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Fresno Betsuin
“Camping in the Sierras”

Steak Dinner
Saturday, May 9, 2026

Dine-In or Take-Out

$30.00
Fresno Betsuin Family Dharma Center
Tickets can be purchased from:
Campers
Fresno Betsuin Office — 559-442-4054
Email — ClSsteakdinner(@gmail com
Or Send in Order Form Below

4:00pm - 7:00 pm

Steak Dinner Order Form — Return with Check by 4/30/2026
Make Checks Payable to: Fresno Buddhist Church
In memo line please note: Camping in the Sierras
Mail to: Jenny Kubo
10544 N Old Course Dr

Fresno, CA 93730
MName
Address
City Lip Phone
Dinner Tickets x 530 =
Donation =
Total Enclosed =
No. of Dine In [ Take Out
b b R 0 .
-~ - " . " . - -
g & 23, £ &t 43, L Ger A L Gt A Ccoe B B2 43,

Thank you for your support of the campers!




